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Ezechias by mefifengers and letters exhorteth the people
both of Iuda and Ifrael, to make Palch in Ierulalem.
11. Which fome of Ifrael, and al Iuda performe, 18. the
fourtenth day of the fecond moneth, though al could
not be purified according to the law. 23. They make an
other fealt of Azimes leuen dayes more, the king and
princes geuing hoftes to the people.

zechias alfo {ent to al I{rael and Tuda: and he
E wrote letters to Ephraim and Manaffes, that

they fhould come to the houfe of our Lord in
lerufalem, and should make a Phafe to our Lord the God
of Ifrael. 2 Counfel therfore being taken of the king and
the princes, and of al the affemblie of Ierufalem, they de-
creed to make the Phafe the {fecond moneth. 3 For they
could not make it in his time: becaufe the Prieftes that
might fuffife, had not bene fanctified, and the people
had not as yet bene gathered into Ierufalem. 4 And the
word pleafed the king, and al the multitude. 5 And they
decreed to fend meffengers into al Ifrael from Berfabee
vnto Dan, that they should come, and make the Phafe
of our Lord the God of Ifrael in Ierufalem: for manie
had not made it as is prefcribed by the law. 6 And the
poltes went forth with letters of commandement from
the king, and his princes, into al Ifrael and Iuda, ac-
cording to that, which the king had commanded, pro-
claiming: Children of Ifrael returne ye to our Lord the
God of Abraham, and Ifaac, and Ifrael: and he wil re-
turne to the remnant, that hath efcaped the hand of the
king of the Affyrians. 7 Become not as your fathers, and
brethren, which haue reuolted from our Lord the God
of their fathers, who hath deliuered them into deftruc-
tion, as your felues fee. 8 Harden not your neckes, as
your fathers: geue handes to our Lord, and come to his
Sanctuarie, which he hath fanctified for euer: ferue our
Lord the God of your fathers, and the wrath of his furie
shal be turned away from you. 9 For if you shal returne



to our Lord: your brethren, and children shal haue mer-
cie before their Lordes, that haue led them captiue, and
they shal returne into this land: for our Lord your God
is merciful, and wil not turne away his face from you,
if you shal returne to him. 10 Therfore the poftes went
forward {pedely from citie to citie, through the land of
Ephraim, and of Manaffes, as farre as Zabulon, they
mocking and {korning them. 11 Neuertheleffe certayne
men of Afer, and Manaffes, and Zabulon, condefcending
to the counfel, came to lerufalem. 12 But the hand of
God was in Iuda, to geue them one hart to doe the word
of our Lord, according to the precept of the king and
of the princes. 13 And much people was gathered into
lerufalem to make the {olemnitie of Azimes in the fecond
moneth: 14 And rifing they deftroyed the altars that
were in lerufalem, and ouerthrowing al thinges wherin
incenfe was burnt to idols, they threw it into the Torrent
cedron. 15 And they immolated the Phafe the fourtenth
day of the {fecond moneth. The Prieftes allo and the
Leuites at length being fanctified offered holocauftes in
the houfe of our Lord. And they {toode in their order
according to the difpofition, & law of Moyfes the man of
God: but the Prieftes receiued the bloud to be powred
out of the handes of the Leuites, 16 becaufe a great mul-
titude was not fanctified: & therfore the Leuites immo-
lated the Phafe for them, that came not in time to be
fanctified to our Lord. 17 For a great part of the people
of Ephraim, and Manalfes, and Iffachar, and Zabulon,
that had not bene fanctified, did eate the Phafe, not
according to that which is writen: and Ezechias prayed
for them, {aying: Our good Lord wil be merciful, 18 to
al them, athat in al their hart {feeke our Lord the God
of their fathers: and wil not impute it to them that
they are not fanctified. 19 Whom our Lord heard, and
was pacified to the people. 20 And the children of Ifrael,

Being penitét in hart for their {innes, Gods difpenfation might be
fuppofed for legal purification in cafe of necefitie, which otherwife
was {trictly commanded. Leuit. 5. et feq. Deut. 27. €c.
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that were found in Ierufalem, made the {olemnitie of Az-
imes feuen daies in great ioy, prayling our Lord euerie
day. The Leuites alfo and the Prieftes by inftrumentes,
that agreed to their office. 21 And Ezechias {pake to
the hart of al the Leuites, that had good vnder{tand-
ing concerning our Lord: and they did eate during the
feuen daies of the folemnitie, immolating victimes of
pacifiques, and prayfing our Lord the God of their fa-
thers. 22 And it pleafed the whole multitude to celebrate
it aJother {euen daies: which alfo they did with great ioy.
23 For Ezechias the king of Tuda had geuen the multitude
a thoufand oxen, and feuen thoufand fheepe: but the
princes had geuen the people oxen a thoufand, & fheepe
ten thoufand: there was {anctified therfore a verie great
multitude of Prieftes. 24 And al the multitude of Iuda
was ful of mirth, as wel of the Prieftes and Leuites, as of
al the affemblie, that came out of Ifrael; of the profelites
alfo of the land of Ifrael, and them that dwelt in Iuda.
25 And there was made a great {olemnitie in Ierufalem,
{uch as had not bene in that citie from the dayes of Sa-
lomon the fonne of Dauid the king of Ifrael. 26 And the
Prieftes & the Leuites rofe vp bleffing the people: &
their voice was heard: and their prayer came into the
holie habitation of heauen.

@ Voluntarie workes of {fupererogation, more then was commanded.
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