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ANNOTATIONS Concerning the bookes of TO-
BIAS, IVDITH, WISDOM, ECCLESIASTICVS, and
MACHABEES.

Proteftantes and other Sectaries of this time denie thefe
bookes to be diuine Scripture, becaufe they are not in
the Iewes Canon, nor were accepted for canonical in
the primitiue Church. But in deede the chiefe caufe
is, for that fome thinges in thefe bookes, are fo man-
ifeft againf{t their opinions, that they haue no other
anfwere, but to reiect their authoritie. An old fhift
noted and refuted by S. Auguftin touching the Booke of
VVifdome, which fome refufed, pretending that it was
not canonical, but in deede becaufe it conuinced their
errors. For otherwife who {eeth not, that the Canon
of the Church of Chrift is of more authority with al
true Chriftians, then the Canon of the Iewes? And that
the Church of Chrift numbreth thefe Bookes amongf(t
others of diuine and infallible authoritie, is euident by
the teftimonie and diffinition, not only of later gen-
eral Councels; of Trent, Seff. 4. and Florence Inftruc-
tione Armenorum, of Pope Innocentius, Epift. ad Fxu-
perium, and Gelafius, Decreto de libris facris; but alfo
the Councel of Carthage An. Dom. 419. S. Auguftin
lib. 2. Doct. Chrift cap. 8. Iidorius lib. 6. Etymol.
cap. 1. Calffidorus lib. 1. Diuinarum Lectionum. Ra-
banus, lib. 2. de Inftitutione Clericorum, and others
teftifie the fame, as we fhal further note feuerally of eu-
erie booke, in their particular places. And for {fo much as
our aduerfaries acknowlege thefe Bookes to be Holie, and
worthie to be read in the Church, but not {ufficient to
proue, and confirme pointes of faith: the {ftudious reader
may confider that the Councel of Carthage calleth them
Canonical, and Diuine, which {heweth that they are of
infallible authoritie. ~ For a Canon is an affured rule
and warrant of direction, whereby (fayth S. Auguftin
lib. 11. contra Fauftum. cap. 5. et lib. 2. contra Crefco-
nium. cap. 32.) the infirmitie of our defect in knowlege
is guided, and by which rule other bookes are likewife
knowne to be Gods word. His reafon is, becaufe we
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haue no other affurance that the bookes of Moyfes, the
foure Gofpels, and other bookes are the true word of
God, but by the Canon of the Church. VVherevpon
the fame great Doctor vttered that famous faying: that
he vvould not beleue the Golpel, except the authoritie
of the Catholique Church moued him thervnto. contra.
Epift. Fundamenti. ca. 5.

True it is that fome Catholique Doctors doubted
whether thefe bookes were Canonical or no, becaufe the
Church had not then declared that they were; but {ince
the Churches declaration no Catholique doubteth. So
S. Ierom teftifieth, that the Booke of Iudith (among the
reft) femed to him not canonical, til the Councel of Nice
declared it to be. Likewife the Epiftle to the Hebrewes,
the Epiftle of S. Iames, the {fecond of S. Peter, the fecond
and third of S. Tohn, S. Tudes Epiftle, and the Apocalyps
were {fometimes doubted of, yet were afterwardes de-
clared to be Canonical. And moft Proteftantes, namely
Englifh admitte them al, as the affured word of God,
though they were not alwaies {o reputed by al, but as
S. Ierom affirmeth of S. lames Epiftle, Paulatim tem-
pore procendente meruit authoritatem. By litle and litle
in proceffe of time merited authoritie.
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