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Chapter 31

An exhortation to chaltitie, temperance, 8. and to workes
of mercie, 10. with praife of a valiant wile woman.

he wordes of Lamuel the king. The vifion

wherwith his mother inftructed him. 2 What

6 my beloued, what 6 the beloued of my wombe,
what 6 beloued of my vowes? 3 Geue not thy {ubftance
to wemen, & thy riches to deftroy kinges. 4 Geue not to
kinges, 6 Lamuel, geue not wine to kinges: becaufe there
is no fecrete where drunknes reigneth, 5 & left perhaps
they drinke, & forget iudgements, & change the caufe of
the children of the poore. 6 Geue {trong drinke to them
that be {fad, and wine vnto them, that are of a penfiue
minde: 7let them drinke, and forget their pouertie, and
not remember their {orow any more. 8 Open thy mouth
to athe dumme, & to the caufes of al the children that
palfe: 9 open thy mouth, bldecree that which is iuft, &
iudge the needie & poore. 10¢A valiant woman ©who
shal finde? far, and from the vtmoft borders is the price
of her. 11 The hart of her husband trufteth in her, and
he shal not neede {poyles. 12 She shal render good, and
not euil, al the dayes of her life. 13 She hath {ought
wool and flaxe, and hath wrought by the counfel of her
handes. 14 She is become as a marchants shippe, bring-
ing her bread from farre. 15 And she hath rifen in the
night, and geuen pray to her houshold, and meates to
her handmaides. 16 She hath vewed a filde, and bought
it, of the fruite of her handes she hath planted a vine-
yard. 17 She hath gyrded her loines with {trength, and
hath {trengthened her arme. 18 She hath tafted, and {ene
that her traficke is good: her lampe shal not be extin-
guished in the night. 19 She hath put her hand to {trong

Doctrine is moft profitable to thofe, that are modeftly dumme,
more vvilling to heare then to {peake.

The chief & moft proper office of a king is to do iuftice.

¢ A vvoman of fuch perfectio as is here defcribed, is in dede rare,
yet poffible to be found.
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thinges, and her fingers haue taken hold of @the {pindle.
20 She hath opened her hand to the needie, and {tretched
out her palmes to the poore. 21 She shal not feare for
her houfe in the coldes of fnow: for al her houshould
are clothed with duble. 22 Tapeftrie clothing she hath
made to herfelf: {ilke, and purple is her garment. 23 Her
husband is noble in the gates, when he shal f{itte with
the fenatours of the land. 24 She P)made {indon, and {old
it, and deliuered a girdle to the Chananeite. 25 Strength
and beautie is her garment, and she shal laugh in the
later day. 26 She hath opened her mouth to wifedom,
and the law of clemencie is in her tongue. 27 She hath
confidered the pathes of her houfe, and hath not eaten
her bread idle. 28 Her children arofe, and commended
her to be moft bleffed: her husband, and he prayfed her.
29 Manie daughters haue gathered together riches: thou
haft paffed them al. 30<)Grace is deceitful, and beau-
tie is vayne: the woman that feareth our Lord shal be
prayfed. 31 Geue ye to her dof the fruite of her handes:
and let her workes praife her ©)in the gates.

ANNOTATIONS

10 A valiant vvoman vvho shal finde?) Vpon occalion
of his mothers moft prudent admonition, the wifeman fingularly
praifeth a perfect vertuous woman. And that in an exquifite kind
of ftile: in Tetramical Iambike verfe, with perfect order and num-
ber of the Alphabet letters. Signifying, as S. Ierom teacheth,
that as none can reade, or {peale wordes, vnles they firft lerne
to know the letters: fo we can not attaine to know the greater
Myfteries in holie Scriptures, except we beginne with moral good
life, according to that the Prophet fayth: By thy commandments

Flaxe on the diftafe {ignifieth purpofe to do good workes, yarne
on the {pindle the vvorke vvel begune, which geueth confidence in
God that the fame fhal be perfect and haue due revvard.

They make and fel cloth, which lerning and obferuing Gods lavv,
do teach it others.

External comelines is not durable: but the feare of God is more
vvorthie of praife.

Good vvorkes fhal be revvarded,

at the tribunal feate of iudgement.

The praife of a
right vvife woman
vvritten in verfe,
& in order of the
Alphabet.
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I haue vnderftood. And therfore wife Salomon, by inftinct of the
Holie Ghoft, as wel by the maner of {tile, as by the doctrine con-
teined, concludeth his Booke of Parables, with praife both of the
Church in general, which hath al the vertues, and good proper-
ties here mentioned; and of euerie faithful {foule, {incerely feruing
God, which either in dede, or in defire of mind, hath {fuch part of
them, as may fuffice to the attaining of eternal life. For concern-
ing the whole Church, S. Auguftin in two Sermons (217. and 218.
de temp.) S. Beda wvpon this place, and other Fathers fhew it eu-
idently. Touching alfo particular foules, not only of holie men, but
alfo of vvemen, the frailer {exe, holie Scriptures, and Ecclefiaftical
monuments yelde manie examples, befides the moft Excellent and
immaculate virgin Mother of God; as of Sara, Rebecca, Lia,
Rachael, Elizabeth, Marie Magdalen, Martha, and innumerable
others, moft precious pearles, deare {poufes of Chrift, and {ingu-
lar ornaments of his Church.

The Church hath
al good properties
requifite.

A faithful foule
hath them at leaft
in defire.

Rare and excellent
wemen both in
the old and nevv
teftament.



