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Efdras calling the people together commandeth them
to difmifse the [trange wemen, which they haue mar-
ried: 14. appointing officers to fee it executed: 18. and
reciteth thofe which had married {uch wemen.

{dras therfore thus praying, and befeeching,

and weeping, and lying before the temple of

God, there was gathered to him of Ifrael an ex-
ceeding great companie of men and wemen and children,
and the people wept with much lamentation. 2 And
Sechenias the fonne of Iehiel of the children of Aelam
anf{wered, and faid to Efdras: We haue tran{greffed again{t
our God, and haue taken to wiues {trange wemen of
the people of the land: and now if there be penance in
Ifrael vpon this, 3 let vs make a couenant with the Lord
our God, to put away al the wiues, and them that are
borne of them, according to the wil of our Lord, and of
them that feare the precept of the Lord our God: be
it done according to the law. 4 Arife, it is thy part to
difcerne, and we wil be with thee: take courage, and doe
it. 5 Efdras therefore rofe vp, and adiured the Princes
of the Prieftes and of the Leuites, and al Ifrael, that
they fhould doe according to this word, and they {ware.
6 And Efdras rofe vp before the houfe of God, and went
to the chamber of @lohanan the fonne of Eliafib, and en-
tered into it: he did eate no bread, and dranke no water:
for he mourned for the tranfgreffion of them, that were
come out of the captiuitie. 7 And there was a proclama-
tion fent in Iuda and Ierufalem, to al the children of the
tranfmigration, that they {hould affemble together into
lerufalem. 8 And euerie one that fhal not come within
three dayes, according to the counfel of the princes and
ancientes, al his fubftance {hal be taken away, and him

Efdras being extraordinarily fent by God, to correct the people,
repayreth to the high Priefts fonne, by his authoritie calleth the
people together, and fo procedeth to make reformation. So S. Paul
conferred with other Apoftles. Gal. 2.



felfe Thal be caft out of the companie of the tranfmigra-
tion. 9 There affembled therfore al the men of Iuda, and
Beniamin into lerufalem withing three dayes, that is the
ninth moneth, the twenteth day of the moneth: and al
the people fate in the {treate of the houfe of God, trem-
bling for the finne, and athe rayne. 10 And Efdras the
Prieft arofe, and fayd to them: You haue tranfgreffed,
and taken {trange wemen to wife, to adde vpon the {inne
of Ifrael. 11 And now geue confeffion to our Lord the God
of your fathers, and doe his pleafure, and be {eparated
from the people of the land, and from your wiues the
{trangers. 12 And al the multitude anfwered, and fayd
with a lowde voyce: According to thy word vnto vs, {o be
it done. 13 Neuertheleffe becaufe there is much people,
and a tyme of rayne, and we can not abyde to {tand with-
out, and it is not a worke of one day or two (for we haue
excedingly finned in this thing) 14 let there be princes
appoynted in al the multitude: and let al in our cities
that haue taken ftrangers to wife, come at fette tymes,
and with them the ancientes by citie and citie, and the
iudges therof, vntil the wrath of our God be turned away
from vs for this {inne. 15 Therfore Ionathan the fonne of
Azahel, and Taazia the fonne of Thecua were appoynted
ouer this, and Mefollam and Sebethai Leuites did helpe
them: 16 and the children of the tranfmigration did fo.
And Efdras the Prieft, and the men, princes of the fami-
lies went into the houfes of theyr fathers, and al by theyr
names, and they f{ate in the firft day of the tenth mon-
eth to fearch out the matter. 17 And al the men were
fully counted that had taken {trangers to wife, vnto the
firft day of the firft moneth. 18 And there were found
of the fonnes of the Prieftes that had taken {trangers
to wife. Of the children of Iofue the fonne of Iofedec,
and his brethren, Maafia, and Eliezer, and Iarib, and
Godolia. 19 And they gaue theyr handes to put away
theyr wiues, and to offer for theyr offence a ramme of
the flocke. 20 And of the children of Emmer, Hanani, and

Their {inne was punifhed by ouer much rayne. wv. 13. And fo
affliction gaue them more feeling of their faultes.



Chapter 10

Zebedia. 21 And of the children of Harim, Maafia, and
Elia, and Semeia, and Iehiel, and Ozias. 22 And of the
children of Phefhur, Elionai, Maafia, Ifmael, Nathanael,
lozabed, and Elafa. 23 And of the children of the Leuites,
lozabed, and Semei, and Celaia, the fame is Calita,
Phataia, Iuda, and Eliezer. 24 And of the {inging men
Eliafib: and of the porters, Sellum, and Thelem, and
Vri. 25 And of Ifrael, of the children of Pharos, Remeia,
and lezia, and Melchia, and Miamin, and Eliezer, and
Melchia, and Banea. 26 And of the children of Aelam,
Mathania, Zacharias, and Iehiel, and Abdi, and Ieri-
moth, and Elia. 27 And of the children of Zethua, Elioe-
nai, Eliafib, Mathania, lerimuth, and Zabad, and Aziza.
28 And of the children of Bebai, Iohanan, Hanamia, Zab-
bai, Athalai. 29 And of the children of Bani, Mofollam,
and Melluch, and Adaia, Iafub, and Saal, and Ramoth.
30 And of the children of Phahath Moab, Edna, and Cha-
lal, Bananias, and Maafias, Mathanias, Befeleel, Bennui,
and Manaffe. 31 And of the children of Herem, Eliezer,
Iofue, Melchias, Semeias, Simeon, 32 Beniamin, Maloch,
Samarias. 33 And of the children of Hafom, Mathanai,
Mathatha, Zabad, Eliphelet, Iermai, Manaffe, Semei.
34 Of the children of Bani, Maaddi, Amram, and Vel,
35 Baneas, and Badaias, Cheliau, 36 Vania, Marimuth,
and Eliafib, 37 Mathanias, Mathanai, and Iafi, 38 and
Bani, and Bennui, Semei, 39 and Salmias, and Nathan,
and Adaias, 40 and Mechnedebai, Sifai, Sarai, 41 Ezrel,
and Selemiau, Semeria, 42 Sellum, Amaria, lofeph. 43 Of
the children of Nebo, Iehiel, Mathathias, Zabad, Zabina,
leddu, and Ioel, and Banaia. 44 Al thefe had taken
{trangers to wife, and there were of them that had borne
a)children.

Amongft other inconuenciences of vnlawful mariages one is that
children are borne illegitimate.



