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Balac King of Moab fearing the Iraelites, lendeth for
Balaam a fouthfayer to curfe them. 8. VVho confult-
ing his falfe god, is forbid by God almightie to goe, and
fo exculeth him felf. 15. Balac fendeth againe offering
greater reward, 19. he againe confulteth, and God bid-
deth him goe. 22. But {fendeth an Angel to meete him in
the way, whom his afse {eing, shunneth three times, and
{o often he beateth her, 28. then she Ipeaketh, expoftu-
lating his hard viage: 31. he alfo feeth the Angel, 35. and
is charged to Ipeake nothing but that the Angel shal
fuggett.

nd marching forward they camped in the cham-

pion countrie of Moab, where lericho is fitu-

ated beyond lordan. 2 And Balac the fonne
of Sephor {eeing al thinges that Ifrael had done to the
Amorrheite, 3 and that the Moabites were in greate feare
of him, and could not f{ufteyne his affault, 4 he faid to
the elders of Madian: So wil this people deftroy al that
dwel in our coaftes, as the oxe is wont to eate the graffe
vnto the verie rootes. And he was at the {fame time
King in Moab. 5He fent therfore meffengers to Bal-
aam the fonne of Behor a Southfayer, who dwelt vpon
the river of the land of the children of Ammon, to cal
him, and to fay: Behold a people is come out of AZgypt,
that hath couered the face of the earth, {itting againft
me. 6 Come therfore, and curfe this people, becaufe it is
mightier then I: if by any meanes I may {trike them and
calt them out of my land. For I know that he is bleffed
whom thou fhalt bleffe, and curfed vpon whom thou
fhalt heape curfes. 7 And the ancientes of Moab went,
and the elders of Madian, hauing the price of diuination
in their handes. And when they were come to Balaam,
and had told him al the wordes of Balac: 8 he anfwered:



Tarie here this night, and I wil anfwer what{oeuer athe
Lord shal {fay to me. And whiles they {tayed with Bal-
aam, P)God came, and faid to him: 9 What would thefe
men that are with thee? 10 He anfwered: Balac the fonne
of Sephor king of the Moabites hath {ent to me, 11 {ay-
ing: Behold a people that is come out of Agypt, hath
couered the face of the land: come, and curfe them, if by
any meanes fighting I may driue them away. 12 And God
faid to Balaam: Goe not with them, neither doe thou
curfe the people: becaufe it is bleffed. 13 Who in the
morning arifing {aid to the princes: Goe into your coun-
trie, becaufe the Lord hath forbid me to come with you.
14 The princes returning, faid to Balac: Balaam would
not come with vs. 15 Againe he {fent many moe and more
noble, then he had {ent before. 16 Who when they were
come to Balaam, {aid: Thus {ayeth Balac the {fonne of
Sephor: Slacke not to come to me: 17 for I am readie to
honour thee, and whatfoeuer thou wilt I wil geue thee:
Come, and curfe this people. 18 Balaam anfwered: If
Balac would geue me his houfe ful of filuer and gold, I
can not change the word of the Lord my God, to {peake
either more, or leffe. 191 befech you that you wil alfo
tarie here this night, and I may know what the Lord wil
anfwer me ¢)once more. 20 God therfore came to Balaam
in the night, and faid to him: If thefe men be come to
cal thee, arife and goe with them: yet {o, that thou doe
that which I shal command thee. 21 Balaam arofe in the
morning, and {adling his affe went with them. 22 And
God was angrie. And an Angel of our Lord {toode in
the way againft Balaam, who fate vpon the affe, and

He confulted his falfe god, whom he ferued, & called him the
Lord, not knowing our Lord God almightie. Theodoret. q. 40.
Procopius. in Num.

God our Lord anfwered him, not {uffering the diuel to {peake in
this cafe.

Being {ufficiently informed before, for worldlie lucre he demandeth
againe, & God for his punifhment letteth him goe: but {uffereth
him not to curfe, nor {peake euil of the Ifraelites, but cotrariwife
to prophecie much good, which thould come vnto them.
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had two feruantes with him. 23 The affe {feeing the An-
gel {ftanding in the way, with a drawen {word, turned her
felf out of the way, and went by the field. Whom when
Balaam had beate, and had brought her againe to the
beaten way, 24 the Angel {toode in the f{treictes of two
walles, wherwith vineyardes were inclofed. 25 Whom the
affe feeing, ioyned her felfe clofe to the wal, and brufed
the foote of him that ridde. But he beate her againe:
26 and neuertheleffe the Angel paffing to a narrow place,
where there could be no going a {ide neither to the right
hand nor to the left, {toode to meete him. 27 And when
the affe had feene the Angel {tanding, she fel vnder the
feete of the rider. Who being angrie, beate her fides
with a {taffe more vehemently. 28 And our Lord opened
the mouth of the affe, and she {pake: What haue I done
to thee? why {trikeft thou me? loe now the third time?
29 Balaam aan{wered: Becaufe thou haft deferued, and
haft abufed me: I would I had a {word, that I might
kil thee. 30 The affe faid: Am not I thy beaft, on which
thou haft beene alwayes accuftomed to ride vntil this
prefent day? tel me what like thing did I euer to thee.
But he faid: Neuer. 31 Forthwith our Lord opened the
eies of Balaam, and he P)faw the Angel ftanding in the
way with a drawen {word, and he ©Jadored him flatte to
the ground. 32 To whom the Angel faid: Why beateft
thou thy affe the third time? I am come to with{tand
thee, becaufe thy way is peruerfe, and contrarie to me:
33 and vnleffe the affe had turned out of the way, geu-
ing place to me refifting thee, I had {laine thee, and she
should haue liued. 34 Balaam {aid: I haue {inned, not

Nothing is here to be more merueled (fayeth S. Auguftin) then
that he was not afraide whé he heard his affe {peake vnto him. But
being accuftomed to fuch monftrous things he replied familiarly,
nothing therwith aftoonifhed.

Yet feing an Angel, he fel downe terrified, and adored him. ¢. 48.
in Num.

Balaam knowing him to be an Angel that appeared, neither adored
him with diuine honour as God, nor with ciuil, as a mortal man,
but with religious honour, leffe then diuine, & more then ciuil.
See Ezxod. 20.



knowing that thou didf{t {tand againf{t me: and now if
it difpleafe thee that I goe, I wil returne. 35 The Angel
faid: 2Goe with thefe men, and fee thou {peake no other
thing then I shal command thee. He went therfore with
the princes. 36 Which when Balac heard, he came forth
to meete him in a towne of the Moabites, that is {itu-
ated in the vttermoft borders of Arnon. 37 And he faid
to Balaam: I {fent meffengers to cal thee, why did{t thou
not come immediatly vnto me? was it becaufe I can
not reward thy coming? 38 To whom he anfwered: Loe
here I am: Shal I be able to {peake any other thing, but
that which God shal put in my mouth? 39 They ther-
fore went on together, and came into a citie, that was
in the vttermoft borders of his kingdome. 40 And when
Balac had killed oxen, & sheepe, he fent therof to Bal-
aam, and to the princes that were with him, prefentes.
41 And when morning was come, he brought him to the
excelfes of Baal, and he beheld the vttermoft part of the
people.

8 God fometimes maketh falfe prophetes to vtter a truth, becaufe
preiudicate mindes do rather geue eare to fuch, thé to true prophetes.
Theod. q. 45. in Num.



