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Chapter 1

Nehemias hearing the miferable {tate of his countrie
men in lurie, 4. lamenteth, fafteth, and prayeth God for
their relief.

he wordes of a)Nehemias the fonne of Helchias.

And it came to palfe in the moneth of Cafleu,

the twenteth yeare, and I was in Sufis the
caltel. 2 And Hanani one of my brethren came, him
felfe and men of Tuda, and I alked them of the Iewes,
that remayned, and were left aliue of the captiuitie,
and of lerufalem. 3 And they {ayd to me: They that
remayned, and are left of the captiuitie there in the
prouince, are in great affliction, and in reproche: and
the wal of Ierufalem is broken downe, and the gates
therof are burnt with fire. 4 And when I had heard
thefe maner of wordes, I fate, and wept, and mourned
many dayes: and fafted, and prayed before the face of
the God of heauen. 5 And I fayd: I befech thee Lord
God of heauen, {trong, great, and terrible, which keepeft
couenant & mercie with them that loue thee, and keepe
thy comandmentes: 6let thine eares be harkning, and
thine eyes open, to heare the prayer of thy feruant, which
I pray before thee this day, night & day for the children
of Ifrael thy feruantes: and I confeffe for the {innes of the
children of Ifrael, in which they haue {inned to thee: T &
my fathers houfe haue {inned, 7 we haue bene {educed
with vanitie, and haue not kept thy commandments,
and cerimonies and iudgement, which thou haft com-
manded to Moyfes thy {eruant. 8 Remember the word,
that thou did{t command vnto Moyfes thy feruant, {ay-
ing: When you fhal tranfgreffe, I will depreffe you into

Nehemias by his legacie, being {ent from a king; by his name,
which fignifieth comforter from our Lord; and by his building
againe the walles of Ierufalem; prefigured our Sauiour, who was
fent from God the Father, him{felfe being the comforter of mankind,
and the fender of an other comforter the Holie Ghoft, to remaine
with his Church. S. Beda. prolog. in Nehemiam.
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peoples: 9 and if you returne to me, and keepe my pre-
cepts, and doe them, although you fhal be led away to
the vttermoft partes of heauen, thence wil I gather you,
and bring you backe into the place, which I haue chofen
that my name fhould dwel there. 10 And they are thy
feruantes, and thy people: whom thou haft redemed in
thy great {trength, and in thy mighty hand. 11 I befech
thee Lord, let thine eare be attent to the prayer of thy
feruant, and to the prayer of thy feruants, which will
feare thy name: and direct thy feruant this day, and
giue him mercy before this man, for I was the kings
cupbearer.



