2. Tim. &.

A BRIEF RECAPITVLATION of this Strange
and Sacred Hiftorie.

For auoiding prolixitie (this volume growing great) we
haue for moft part contracted our Annotations into the
margen, making very few others in this booke, which
otherwife offered much more occafion, as wel for ex-
plicating hard places, as of other doctrinal and moral
inftructions. Neither in dede can ordinarie Annotations
wel fuffice for vnderftanding of this, and other hard
bookes. But rather large Commentaries are required,
fuch as S. Gregorie, and other ancient Fathers: as alfo

F. Iohn de Pineda, and others haue lately written. Wherto

we therfore remitte the lerned readers.  And for the
benefite of others of our nation, we shal here briefly
recapitulate the fumme, and principal pointes of this
holie and admirable hiftorie, confifting in a {ingular holie
mans conflictes, and glorious victorie, again{t inuifible
and vifible aduerfaries, both in profperous and aduerfe
fortune.

Firft this holie man Iob in al abundance of wealth,
and riches, bleffed with manie children (ch. 1.) fitting
in a princelie throne, and royal dignitie (ch. 29.) in
the land of Hus, was not only affaulted with common
tentations of the enuious enimie, as al are that liue
pioufly in God, but {fo much the more, as he was more
godlie, fincerer and perfecter then other men, yet he
neuer let his hart vpon worldlie or temporal thinges, but
with al due feare {o ferued God, and parted from euil,
that Satan himfelf (the calumniator of mankind) could
not charge him with anie finne at al. Though he would
not for al that confeffe him to be iuft, or perfect: but
for further trial of him, demanded and obtained licence
of God to touch al his poffefions, and {o bereued him
of al his goodes, & children in one day. And when he
perfeuering conftant in vertue, thanking God for al, not
finning in his lippes, neither {peaking anie foolith thing
againft God, the diuel getting more ample permiffion to
touch his bones and flesh (chap. 2.) fudenly {troock
him with moft grieuous botch (or boyle) from the fole
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of the foote to the toppe of the head: who fitting on
a dunghil, and {craping the corruption of his fores with
a fhel in extreme paine, his owne wife, by the diuels
fuggeftion, reuiled him for his finceritie, and prouoked
him to blalpheme God: but he {euerely reprehended her
follie, {til keeping neceffarie patience.

Then came three {pecial freindes, noble wifemen
(or litle kinges) to vifite, and comforte him, who in feuen
dayes not Ipeaking one word of confolation, nor enter-
ing into anie difcourfe with him, at lalt Iob himfelf
(chap. 3.) broke this long filence (but not his patience)
lamentably bewayling the extremitie of his paines, im-
puting al to the miferies of mans eftate, corrupted by
{inne, difcourfed of certaine penal euiles, or maladies
enfuing therupon, wishing for his owne part (if it had
{o bene Gods pleafure, for he f{incerly feared God) that
either he had not bene borne, or bene shortly taken out
of this world, curfing {inne and the proper effectes therof
remaining in man, wishing allo to haue wanted the or-
dinarie benefites of education in his infancie, and al his
former profperitie, {fo that he might haue efcaped the
calamities, wherwith he was now afflicted. Al which
he vttering in way of contemning al worldlie thinges,
and fuppofing his freindes there prefent, would haue fo
vnder{ftood him, and had compaffion with him: they
contrariwife (by art of the diuel, God fo permitting) fel
into indignation, & in {tead of comforting their moft
afflicted freind, sharply reprehended him, rashly iudged
his confcience, and falfly condemned him, not only of im-
patient {peach, as offenfiue to God, and his Angels, and
to al good men; but alfo of other enormious {innes: as
pride, tyrannie, preflumption, hypochrifie, and blaiphemie,
becaufe heretofore he femed to the world as iuft and
holie, and now (as they imagined) in his deferued pun-
ishment, charged God with iniuftice. ~Wherupon grew
diuers long difputes betwen Iob and his three freindes;
a fourth alfo intruding himfelfe, when the others ceafed.
So that Iob indured nine conflictes, and in the tenth God
iudged him the victour, which shal yet better appeare, if
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A Brief Recapitvlation.

we repete the fumme of their argumentes, & his anf{wers,
with Gods decifion of the controuerfie.

In the firft conflict Eliphaz the chiefeft of Iobs
freindes (in the 4. and 5. chapter) accufed Iob of great
impatience, and infolencie againft God, alfo both him
and his familie of tyrannie, like to a cruel lion, and lions
whelpes, alleaging for proofe the profperitie of good men,
punishment of the wicked, and a particular vifion. Adi-
ured him therfore to acknowlege and repent the fame.
But Iob (in other two chapters) auouched that in deede
his afflictions were greater then his {innes delferued, re-
lying vpon his innocencie knowen to his owne con{cience.

Defcribed alfo the manifold calamities of mans life, defired

to die, and {o to end his worldlie miferies.

Then Baldad the {fecond oppofite freind (in the
8. chap.) pretending to free Gods iudgement from al
shew or refemblance of iniuftice, charged Iob and his
children with former wickednes, and him as iniurious
to God in his {peaches, of which if he would repent,
he should be healed, and profper as before: Arguing
in general, that God neuer afflicteth the innocent, nor
alfifteth the malignant. Infinuating therby, that lob was
an hypocrite. Wherto Iob anfwered (chap. 9. €. 10.)
that in dede no man may compare, nor iuftifie himfelfe
before God. Neuertheles it {tandeth wil with Gods iuftice,
powre, & wilfdome, that innocentes be fometimes ex-
ercifed with tribulations, more then their offences deferue.

Thirdly Sophar (the third difputer) affaulted Iob
(ch. 11.) imputing his {peach, and defence of himfelf to
loquacitie, and audacious temeritie, in that he defired
to know the caules of Gods prouidence, in {o grieuoufly
afflicting him. Of which faultes holie Iob purged him{felf
(in the three nmext chapters) {til maintayning his inno-
cencie, according to his owne confcience, better knowen
to himfelf then to them, defiring God to inftruct him,
if he had anie vnknowen {innes. Difcourfed alfo much
more profoundly of Gods powre, wildome, iuftice, and
prouidence, as wel in general, as towards himfelf in par-
ticular: and profeffed his faith, and great confidence of
the Refurrection.
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Againe Eliphaz (ch. 15.) more bitterly then be-
fore, condemned Iob of prefumption, and blalphemie,
difcourfed of mans corruptnes and pronenes to finne,
defcribing the maners of hypochrites, and other impious
men, with their miferable endes, and argued Iob for {fuch
a one. VVho (in the nezt two chapters) expoftulated
with thelfe his freinds, that they coming with pretence
to comforth him, did {o violently afflict him, by charging
him with falfe and heynous crimes, his owne confcience
better knowing, and teftifying his former life, and {tate
of his foule, then that their imaginations could alter his
iudgement. And fo with contempt of this world, & defire
of death and reft, appealed to Gods iudgement againit
his three freindes, touching the matter in controuerfie.
In the meane time comforted himfelf with meditation of
the next world.

Baldad likewife replied (ch. 18.) with hote con-
tention, accufing Iob of infolent impatience, inculcating
the greuous punishmentes both of him, and others for
their impietie. In anfwer wherto he lamented againe the
want of expected comforth, elpecially by fuch freindes.
Stil comforted himfelf with affured faith of the Refur-
rection.

Sophar alfo (ch. 10.) attempted againe to céuince
Iob of impietie, and hypochrifie, by the miferable, and
{peedie fal of wicked men after profperitie: for {o he
imagined Iob to be fallen into irrecouerable miferie. But
Iob fhewed the contrarie, that fome wicked men prolper
long, yea al their life, and the fame long, and then in
a moment goe downe to hel, and {o the arguement of
prefent affliction proued not their opinion again{t him.

Eliphaz difputed the third time (ch. 22.) contend-
ing that the caufes of affliction, are not to be attributed
to Gods fecrete prouidence, but to affured {innes of the
wicked. Vpon whom only he fuppofed, that afflictions
fal: inferring that Iob was guiltie of enormious crimes, &
groffe errors. Vrged him therfore to returne to God, that
he might be reftored to former profperitie. Iob againe
appealed to Gods fentence, not in his terrour, nor rigour
of his iuftice, but again{t his aduerfaries in this quarel,
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A Brief Recapitvlation.

defcribing Gods powre, and wif{dome, by which he per-
mitteth the innocent to be afflicted, & the wicked to
profper: no man knowing how foone, or how late, al
shal receiue as they deferue.

Moreouer Baldad dilputed the third time, very
briefly (ch. 25.) endeuouring to terrifie Iob from fur-
ther anfwering, and elpecially from appealing to Gods
iudgement. But Iob very largely (in fiz enfuing chap-
ters) difcourfed diuinely of Gods {fouereigne Maieltie,
Powre, Wildom, exact Iultice, and infinite Mercie. Alfo
of wicked mens deftruction; of his owne former profperi-
tie, and prefent calamitie, together with his good workes,
and innocencie, which he {til auouched in refpect of great
iniquities.

After that Iob and his three freindes ceaffed, noth-
ing being agreed vpon in the point of controuerfie, the
diuel yet ceafed not, but {turred vp a yongman, called
Eliu, proud and arrogant, but not vnlerned, who abruptly
condemned them al; to witte, Iob of pertinacie, the
others of infufficiencie. And therfore tooke vpon him
to conuince Iob, though the others could not.  Very
like to late-rifing Proteftantes, or Puritaines bragging
that by new argumentes, and proofes neuer heard of,
they wil ouerthrow the Papiftes, or Catholique Romaine
Church, and doctrin, which al former enimies, Iewes, Pa-
gaines, Turkes, and Heretikes, nor Hel gates, could not
ouercome. This yong Eliu therfore, with his Priuate
{pirite, wifer in his owne conceipt then al that went
before him, affaulted conftant Iob (ch. 32. and fiue
more enfuing) with manie wordes, and bragges, often
chalenging & prouoking, but not extorting anie anfwer,
from fo graue a man to his friuolous and idle argu-
mentes, largely difcourfing of thinges either not denied,
or fo manifeft falfe, that euerie meane feruant of God,
could eafely conuince them, and neuer approching to the
maine controuerfie, only railed again{t holie lob, charg-
ing him more furioufly then anie had donne before, with
impietie, impatience, ignorance, pride, blafphemie, and
obftinacie, vices farre from lobs fanctitie, dilating alfo of
Gods iuftice, mercie, wifldome, powre, and prouidence;
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and that no man ought to contend, nor expoftulate with
God, that afflictions muft be borne patiently, and that
God is iuft, and maruelous in his workes, wherof no
wifeman euer doubted; and fo Iob conuinced him with
filence.

But God himfelf for decifion of al (from ch. 38.
to the end of the Booke.) firft by way of examining
inftructed Iob more particularly, reciting manie maru-

elous workes of nature, shewing therby his Diuine Maieftie,

Powre, and Wifdome, exercifing Iob in more patience,
and withal perfecting him in humilitie. So that with
al reuerent feare and fubiection, he offered and {ubmit-
ted him felfe to Gods onlie good pleafure. Then finally
God gaue fentence that Iob had defended the truth, &
his three freindes had erred. =~ VVhom after Sacrifice,
and Iobs prayer to them, he pardoned; reftored Iob to
health, and to duble profperitie, of al he had loft before,
geuing him alfo long life, and a happie end.

In this hiftorie befides the literal {enfe, shewing
that Iob was iuft and fincere, and not for his finnes
(as his freindes falfly fuppofed) but for his more merite
was molt extremly afflicted, and afterwards reftored to
health and wealth:  we haue alfo here in the Alle-
gorical fenfe, an efpecial figure of Chrift. Who as he
was abfolutly moft innocent, & moft perfect: {o was
he without coparifon moft afflicted of al mankind.
Likewife Iobs reftauration to better {tate then before,
fignified in the Anagogical {enfe, the Refurrection, and
reftauratio of better, & moft glorious qualities in the
bleffed, with fulnes of daies, in eternal glorie. Fi-
nally in the Moral fenfe (which S. Gregorie moft efpe-
cially profecuteth) al Chriftians haue here a moft no-
table example of al vertues, namely of patience, wherin
Iob proceded by degrees to great perfection. For he
was firft tried by the loffe of al his goodes & children,
and was proued to be very patient. He was then moft
greuoully tormented in bodie, & being left without com-
forth, albeit he lamentably bewailed {o great extremitie,
wishing {uch dayes had bene preuented, yet he neither
{poke again{t God, nor good men, nor his owne foule,
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A Brief Recapitvlation.

& according to truth auouched & defended his owne in-
nocencie. And at laft by Gods infpiration, and {wete
confolation, he reprehended himf{elf, of former imperfec-
tions vttered in fome wordes, and with ful refignation
to Gods wil, fufteyned al his loffes and paynes, not only
with contentment, but alfo with ioy.



