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Tacob with his {fonnes being come into Gefsen, Pharao
granteth them the {fame place to dwel in. 13. The famine
forceth the Agyptians to fel al their goods, landes, and
pollefsions to the King, 22. except the Prielts part, to
whom the king aloweth necefsarie foode, without paying
for it. 27. After {feuentene yeares lacob adiureth Iofeph,
to burie him amongft his ancefters.

father & brethren, their {heepe and heardes, &

al thinges that they poffeffe, are come out of the
Land of Chanaan: & behold they ftay in the Land of
Gelffen. 2 The vtmoft alfo of his brethren fiue perfons
he prefented before the king: 3 whom he asked: What
trade haue you? They anfwered: We thy {eruantes are
paftours of theepe, both we, and our fathers. 4 We are
come to {oiourne in the land, becaufe there is no graffe
for thy feruantes flockes, the famine being very fore
in the land of Chanaan: and we defire thee to com-
mand that we thy feruantes may be in the Land of
Geffen. 5 And the King therfore faid to Iofeph: Thy
father and thy brethren are come to thee. 6 The Land
of Agypt, is in thy fight: make them to dwel in the beft
place, and deliuver them the Land of Geffen. And if {o
be thou knowe that there are induftrious men among
them, appoint them maifters of my cattel. 7 After this
Iofeph brought in his father to the King, and {et him
before him: who bleffing him, 8 and being asked of him:
How manie be the dayes of the yeares of thy life? 9 He
anfwered: The dayes of the pilgrimage of my life are an
hundred thirtie yeares, a)few, and euil, and they are not
come to the dayes of my fathers, in which they were pil-
grimes. 10 And bleffing the king, he went forth. 11 But
lofeph gaue poffeffion to his father and his brethren in
Agypt, in the beft place of the land, in Rhameffes, as

I ofleph therfore going in told Pharao, {faing: My

Euerie mans life is thorte, & replenifhed with manie miferies.
lob. 14.



Pharao had commanded. 12 And he nourished them,
and al his fathers houfe, alowing victuales to euerie one.
13 For in the whole world there wanted bread, and famine
oppreffed the land, efpecially of Agypt and Chanaan.
14 Qut of which he gethered together al the money for the
{elling of corne, and brought it in vnto the kings treafure.
15 And when the byers wanted money, al Agypt came to
lofeph, faying: Geue vs bread: why die we before thee,
our money failing? 16 To whom he anfwered: Bring your
cattel, and for them I wil geue you victuales, if you haue
not to pay. 17 Which when they had brought, he gaue
them f{uftenance for horfes, and sheepe, and oxen, and
affes: and he fuftayned them that yeare for the exchange
of the cattel. 18 And they came the {econd yeare, and
faid to him: We wil not conceale from our lord, that
our money faying, our cattel withal haue fayled: nei-
ther art thou ignorant, that we haue nothing befides
our bodies and land. 19 Why therfore shal we die in
thy fight? both we and our land wil be thyne: bye
vs to be the kings bondmen, and geue vs {ede, left for
default of tillers the land be turned into a wildernes.
20 Jofeph therfore bought al the Land of Agypt, euery
man felling his poffeffions for the greatnes of the famine.
And he brought it vnder Pharaos handes, 21 and al the
people therof from the fardeft ends of Agypt, euen to
the vttermoft coalts therof, 22 *fauing the land of the
*Priefts, which the king had deliuered them: a)to whom
allo a certaine alowance of victuals was geuen out of
the comon barnes, and therfore they were not driuen to
fel their poffeffions. 23 Iofeph therfore faid to the peo-
ple: Behold as you {ee, Pharao poffeffeth both you and
your land: take {ede, and fowe the fields, 24 that you
may haue corne. The fifth part you fhal geue to the
king: the other foure I am content you fhal haue for
fede, and for foode to your families and your children.
25 Who anfwered: Our life is in thy hand: only let our

The priefts, of Agypt being not forced to laboure for their liuing,
found out the Mathematiques, as witneffeth Ariftotle. in princ.
Metaph.
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lord haue a refpect vnto vs, and we wil gladly ferue
the king. 26 From that time vntil this prefent day in
the whole land of Agypt, the fifth part is paied to the
kings, and it became as it were a lawe, {fauing the land of
the priefts, which was free from this condition. 27 Ifrael
therfore dwelt in Agypt, that is, in the Land of Geffen,
and poffeffed it: and was increafed, and multiplied ex-
ceedingly. 28 And he liued in it {euenteene yeares: and
al the dayes of his life came to an hundred fourtie feuen
yeares. 29 And when he {fawe that the day of his death
approched, he called his fonne lIofeph, and faid to him:
If T haue found grace in thy fight, put thy hand vnder
my thigh: and thou fhalt doe me this mercie and truth,
not to bury me in /Egypt: 30 but ¢I wil {leepe with my
fathers, and take me away out of this land, and burie
me in the fepulchre of my ancefters. To whom Iofeph
anfwered: I wil doe that thou haft commanded. 31 And
he faid: Sweare then to me. Who {wearing, Ifrael adored
God, turning “to the beds head.

ANNOTATIONS

22 Sauing the land of the Priefts.) Let them heare which
now liue (faith S. Chryfoftom) what great care men had in times
paft of the priefts of idols: and let them learne at leaft to yeeld like
honour to true priefts, to whom the minifterie of al diuine offices is
committed. For if the Agyptians, in their errors, had {o great care
of Idols, thincking them to be more honored, if their minifters were
refpected, how great condemnation doe they not deferue, that now
diminifh that, which pertaineth to the prouifion of priefts? Doe
yee not know that the honour pertaineth to God himfelf? Regard
not therfore him to whom the honour is exhibited. For it is not for
his caufe to whom thou doeft it, but for his fake whofe prieft he is,
that of him thou maieft abundantly receiue rewards. VVherfore
he faid: He that shal doe it to one of thefe, hath done it for me: &
He that receiueth a prophet, in the name of a prophet, shal receiue
the revvard of a prophet. VVil our Lord reward thee according
to the worthines or meannes of his minifters? According to thine
owne alacritie, he either crowneth or condemneth. &c. I {fay not
this for the priefts fakes, but for yours, defiring to gaine you in al
things. For in lieu of that litle you geue, you thal receiue immortal
rewards, and vn{peakable good. Let vs confider thefe things, and
hafte to ferue them, not looking vpon the coft, but vpon the gaine,

The immunitie
and care of Priefts
in the law of na-
ture. Yea amongft
Infidels.

Much more
amongft Chriftians,
Priefts ought to be
refpected.
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and increafe that rifeth therof. &c. For whatfoeuer you beftow
vpon Gods priefts, he accounteth it as beftowed on himfelf. And
he that fo beftoweth, fhal not only receiue like retribution, but
manifold greater: our merciful God, alwayes of the abundance of
his mercie, exceeding the things which are done by vs. Let vs not
therfore be worfe then infidels, who for the error of idols gaue fo
much to their feruants; for how much error and truth do differ,
fo much the difference is there, betwen theirs and Gods Priefts.
Thus much and fomething more writeth S. Chrifoftom vpon this
place.

22 Priefts.) The Hebrew word Cohenim is here vniuerfally
tranflated Priefts, in al languages and Editions: which (chap. 40.
v. 45.) fome tranflate Prince: and more probably (2. Reg. 8.
v. vlt.) where Dauids fonnes are called Cohenim: who were in
dede Princes, and not properly Priefts. But in this prefent place
it fignifieth thofe, to whom Pharao alowed particular prouifion
in the time of dearth, which al vnderftand of Priefts, and not of
Princes.

30 I vvil {leepe vvith my fathers.) Albeit neither the lack of
burial, nor anie crueltie nor contumelie vied againf{t dead bodies,
can annoy the iuft, for thofe that kil mens bodies, can aftervvards
doe them now more harme: yet it is both a lawful natural defire,
and a {piritual comfort and profit, to be buried in {pecial places,
where their owne frends, or holie perfons are buried, or where God
is more {pecialy ferued, Sacrifice, and other prayers offered. And fo
both Tacob and Iofeph defired to reft in the land of Chanaan, where
their parents were buried and where Chrift thould be borne and
redeeme makind. But worldlie pompe and honour of funerals,
are rather the cofort of the liuing, then the reliefe of the departed,
as S. Auguftin teacheth, in Pfal. 115. For in the {ight of men, the
troupe of feruants (faith the fame S. Auguftin lib. 1. ¢. 13. de
ciuit.) made folemne and glorious exequies to the rich glutton,
that was cloathed in filk, and fared delicately in his life, but in
the fight of God, the Angels minifterie made far more excellent
to poore Lazarus, though they caried not his bodie into a marble
tombe, but his foule into Abrahams bofome.

31 To the beds head.) S. Paul alleaging this place faith:
Tacob adored the top of (Ioleph) his rod, folowing the Septuagint,
who for the fame Hebrew word (being without points, that is,
without vowels) in this place fay, rod, and in the next chapter
(v. 2.) interpret bed. For Matteh {ignifieth a rod, and Mittah, a
bed. The Latin therfore tranflating bed, as the Hebrew is pointed,
and the Septuagint, and S. Paule reading rod, both are true, and
both together expreffe the whole action, that Iacob taking Iofephs
rod into his hand, and turning to the beds head, leaned on the
top of the rod, and adored not only God, the Lord and geuer of al
good, but alfo his fonne Iofeph now the chiefe ruler and Prince of
HAgypt, as S. Auguftin expoundeth. ¢. 162. in Gen. And herein
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faith S. Chrifoftom (ho. 66.) Iofephs dreame was fulfilled, that

the funne and moone fhould adore him. The like {faith Theodoret

(g. 108. in Gen.) And Procopius addeth that Iacob adoring Adoration of God
Iofephs rod, adored alfo Chrifts kingdome, prefigured by the fame and creatures is
rod. But how adoration of creatures redoundeth to the honour of ~"°t repugnant.
God, more is noted vpon the faid place of S. Paul. Heb. 11.



