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Abrahams feruant adiured and fent by him into Mefopotamia,
to feke a wife for Ifaac, 12. prayeth to God for a figne,
findeth Rebecca, 34. and demanding her for this purpofe,

50. with her parents, 58. and her owne confent, she goeth
with him, 67. is maried to l{aac: who therby is com-
forted for the death of his mother.

nd Abraham was old, and of manie dayes:

and our Lord had bleffed him in al things.

2 And he faid to the elder feruant of his houfe,
which was ruler ouer al that he had: Put thy hand vnder
my thighe, 3 that I may adiure thee by our Lord, God
of heauen and earth, that thou ®take not a wife for my
{onne, of the daughters of the Cananites, among whom
I dwel: 4but that thou goe vnto myne owne countrie
and kindred, and thence take a wife for my {fonne Ifaac.
5 The {feruant anfwered: If the woman wil not come with
me into this land, whether muft I bring thy {fonne backe
againe to the place, from whence thou dideft come forth?
6 And Abraham faid: Beware thou neuer bring my fonne
backe againe thither. 7 Our Lord God of heauen, which
tooke me out of my fathers houfe, and out of my natiue
countrie, which {pake to me, and {ware to me, {aying:
To thy fede wil I geue this land: he fhal fend his An-
gel before thee, and thou fhalt take from thence a wife
for my fonne: 8but if the woman wil not folow thee,
thou fhalt not be bound by the oath: only bring not
my fonne thither againe. 9 The feruant therfore put his
hand vnder the thigh of Abraham his lord, and {ware
to him vpon this worde. 10 And he tooke tenne camels
of his lords heard, and departed, of al his goods carying
fomething with him, and fetting forward went on into
Mefopotamia to the citie of Nachor. 11 And when he had

In choofing a wife a vertuous ftock and familie efpecially true
faith and religion, are before al other things to be confidered &
preferred. S. Amb. li. 1. ¢. 9. de Abrah. S. Chrifoft. ho. 48. in
Gen.



made the camels lye downe without the towne befide a
wel of water at euen, at the time when wemen are wont
to come forth to drawe water, he faid: 12 O Lord God of
my lord Abraham, mete me to day, I befeech thee, and
doe mercifully with my maifter Abraham. 13 Behold I
{tand nigh to the fountaine of water, and the daugh-
ters of the inhabiters of this citie, wil come forth to
drawe water. 14 Therfore “the maid, to whom I shal {ay:
Bowe downe thy tankard that I may drinke: and she shal
anf{were: Drinke, yea to thy camels alfo wil I geue drinke:
she it is, whom thou haft prouided for thy {feruant Ifaac:
and by this I fhal vnderftand, that thou haft delt mer-
cifully with my maifter. 15 Neyther had he yet ended
thefe wordes within him {felfe, & behold Rebecca came
forth, the daughter of Bathuel, the fonne of Melcha wife
to Nachor the brother of Abraham, hauing a tankard on
her shoulder: 16 a paffing comely maide, & moft beau-
tiful virgin, & not knowen to man: and she was gone
downe to the fountaine, and had filled her tankard, and
came backe. 17 And the feruant ranne to mete her, and
faid: Geue me a litle water to drinke of thy tankard.
18 Who anfwered: Drinke my lord. And quickly she let
downe the tankard vpon her arme, and gaue him drinke.
19 And when he had druncke, she added: but for thy
camels alfo I wil drawe water, til al doe drinke. 20 And
powring out the tankard into the troughes, she ranne
backe to the wel to drawe water: and being drawen
gaue it to al the camels. 21 But he mufing beheld her
with filence, defirous to know whether our Lord had
made his iourney profperous, or not. 22 And after that
the camels had drunck, the man plucked forth golden
earelettes, weying two ficles: and as manie braceletts of
tenne ficles weight. 23 And he faid to her: Whofe daugh-
ter art thou? shew me: is there anie place in thy fathers
houfe to lodge? 24 Who anfwered: I am the daughter
of Bathuel, the fonne of Melcha, whom she bare to Na-
chor. 25 And she added, faying: Of {trawe alfo and hay
we haue good {tore, and a large place to lodge in. 26 The
man bowed him felfe, and adored our Lord, 27 {aying:
Bleffed be the Lord God of my lord Abraham, that hath
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not taken away his mercie & truth from my lord, and
hath brought me the {treight way into the houfe of my
lords brother. 28 The maide therfore ranne, and reported
into aher mothers houfe al things that {he had heard.
29 And Rebecca had a brother named Laban, who in al
haift went forth to the man, where the fountaine was.
30 And when he had feene the eareletts and braceletts in
his fifters hands, and had heard al her words reporting:
Thefe words {pake the man vnto me: he came to the
man which {toode befide the camels, and nighe to the
fountaine of water: 3! and {aid to him: Come in, thou
bleffed of our Lord: Why {tandeft thou without? I haue
prepared the houfe, and a place for the camels. 32 And
he brought him in into his lodging: and he vnharneffed
the camels, and gaue {trawe and hay, and water to wash
his feet, and of the men that were come with him. 33 And
bread was fet before him. Who faid: I wil not eate, til I
{peake my meffage. He anfwered him: Speake. 34 And he
faid: T am the feruant of Abraham: 35 and our Lord hath
bleffed my lord wonderfully, and he is magnified: and he
hath geuen him sheepe, and oxen, filuer and gold, men
feruants and wemen feruants, camels, and affes. 36 And
Sara my lordes wife hath borne my lord a {onne in her
old age, and he hath geuen him al things that he had.
37 And my lord adiured me faying: Thou fhalt not take
a wife for my fonne of the Chananites, in whofe land I
dwel: 38 but thou fhalt goe to my fathers houfe, and of
mine owne kinred fhalt thou take a wife for my fonne:
39 but I anfwered my Lord: What if the woman wil not
come with me? 40 Qur Lord, faith he, in whofe fight I
walke, wil fend his Angel with thee, and wil direct thy
way: and thou shalt take a wife for my fonne of myne
owne kinred, and of my fathers houfe. 41 Thou shalt
be innocent from my curfe, when thou shalt come to my
kinne, and they wil not geue her thee. 421 came therfore
to day to the wel of water, and faid: O Lord God of my
lord Abraham, if thou haft directed my way, wherin I

Her father hauing perhaps manie wiues and euerie one a feueral
houfe fhe went to her mothers houfe.



now walke, 43 behold I {ftand befides the wel of water, and
the virgin, that shal come forth to drawe water, when
{he fhal heare me fay: Geue me a litle water to drinke of
thy tankard: 44 and fhe fhal fay to me: Drinke both thou
and for thy camels I wil drawe alfo: that is the woman,
which our Lord hath prepared for my maifters {fonne.
45 And whileft I pondered thefe things {ecretly with my
{elfe, Rebecca appeared comming with a tankard, which
she caried vpon her shoulder: and she went downe to
the fountaine, & drew water. And I {aid to her: Geue
me a litle to drinke. 46 Who {pedelie let downe the
tankard from her shoulder, and faid to me: Drinke both
thou, and to thy camels I wil geue drinke. I dranke,
and fhe watered the cammels. 47 And I asked her, and
faid: Whofe daughter art thou? who anfwered: I am the
daughter of Bathuel, the fonne of Nachor, whom Melcha
bare him. I hoong therfore earelettes to adorne her face,
and I put braceletts vpon her hands. 48 And proftrate I
adored our Lord, bleffing the Lord God of my lord Abra-
ham, who hath brought me the {traight way to take the
daughter of my lords brother for his {fonne. 49 Wher-
fore if you doe according to mercie and truth with my
lord, tThew me: but if it pleale you otherwife, that alfo
tel me, that I may goe to the right hand, or to the left.
50 And Laban and Bathuel anfwered: From our Lord the
word hath proceded: we can not {peake any other thing
with thee befides his pleafure. 51 Behold Rebecca is be-
fore thee, take her and goe thy waies, and let her be
the wife of thy lords {fonne, as our Lord hath {poken.
52 Which when Abrahams feruant heard, falling downe
he adored our Lord to the grounde. 53 And taking forth
velfel of filuer, and gold, and garments, gaue them to
Rebecca for a prefent. To her brothers alfo, and to her
mother he offred giftes. 54 A banket was made, and eat-
ing and drinking togeather thy lodged there. And in the
morning, the feruant arofe, and {aid: Difmiffe me, that
I may goe to my lord. 55 And her brother, and mother
anfwered: Let the maide tarie at the lealt tenne days
with vs, and after {he {hal depart. 56 Stay me not, {aid
he, becaufe our Lord hath directed my way: difmiffe me
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that I may goe on to my lord. 57 And they faid: Let vs
cal the maid, and »aske her wil. 58 And being called,
when fhe was come, the asked: Wilt thou goe with this
man? who faid: I wil goe. 59 They difmiffed her therfore,
and her nurce, and Abrahams feruant, and his companie,
60 withing profperitie to their {ifter, and {faying: Thou art
our fifter, encreale thou into thoufand thoufands, and
thy feed poffeffe the gates of their enemies. 61 Therfore
Rebecca, and her maides being {et vpon camels, folowed
the man: who with {peed returned vnto his lord, and
62 the fame time Ifaac walked along the way, that lead-
eth to the wel of the Liuing and the {eing, {o called: for
he dwelt in the {fouth countrie; 63 and he was gone forth
to P)meditate in the field, the day nowe being wel {pent:
and when he had caft vp his eyes, he faw camels coming
a farre of. 64 Rebecca alfo, when fhe faw Ifaac, lighted of
the camel, 65 and faid to the feruant: Who is that man
which cometh towards vs along the field? And he f{aid
to her: The {fame is my lord. But she quickly taking her
cloake, couered her felfe. 66 And the feruant told Ifaac
al things that he hed done. 67 Who brought her into
the tent of Sara his mother, and tooke her to wife: and
he loued her fo much, that it did moderate the {forrowe,
which was chanced of his mothers death.

ANNOTATIONS

14 The maide to vvhom I shal {fay.) Obferuation of {peaches
called ominous, which are interpreted to fignifie good or euil luck,
are fometimes fuperfticious, & fuggefted by euil {pirites, who now
& then telling, or infinuating fome truth, get credite, and {o allure
men to attend to {fuch vaine, vncertaine, and vnlawful {ignes, as
S. Augultin teftifieth (4. 2. de Gen. ad lit. c¢. 17. & li. 12.
c. 22.) Neuertheles fuch fignes are fometimes lawfully obferued,
& defired from God, as the fame Doctor difputeth (li. queft. fuper

As children ought not to mary without their parents good liking:
{o the parties owne confent is moft neceffarie. S. Amb. Epift. 43.
Suach fignifieth to {peake confideratly with hart or mouth. Here
S. Ambrofe (li. 1. c. 1. de Ifaac) and S. Aug. (g. 69. in Gen.)
vnderftand it of mental prayer.

Ominous {peaches
{ometimes
fuperfticious.

Sometimes lawful.
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Gen. q. 53.) and S. Chrifoftome teacheth more clerly (ho. 45. in
Gen.) likewife S. Theodoret (g. 73. in Gen.) But whofoeuer wil
not erre in particular cafes, muft folow either expreffe Scripture,
or the iudgement of the Church, which is alwayes directed by the
{pirite of truth. And touching this prayer of Abrahams feruant,
and his defire of this determinate figne, to know the maide, whom
God had prouided to be Ifaacs wife, the fathers generally hold
that it was religious, deuout, and difcrete. For he being careful
of his mafters bufines, and not trufting his owne iudgement, but
relying vpon that Abraham had faid, Our Lord shal fend his Angel
before thee, commended {o weightie a caufe to God by prayer,
the Angel fuggefting both to him to defire, and to the maide to
performe (as the euent fheweth) {fuch qualities and vertues in her,
as were moft agreable to the great charitie and hofpitalitie dayly
practifed in Abrahams houfe, moft conuenient and neceffarie (as
he difcretly confidered) for that familie, and good of manie. The
like obferuations were approued in Gedeon, and Ionathas. And to
pray for fuch fignes in fome cafe, or for manifeft miracles is alfo
approued by the Apoftles example praying God To shevv by lote
vvhich of the tvvo he had cholen to the Apoltleship, in place of
Iudas. And that he would extend his hand to cures, & fignes, &
wonders, to be done by the name of his holie fonne IESVS.

Holie Scripture
and the Church
are iudges of
doubtful obferu-
ations.

Eliezers prayer, for
a particular {igne,
was lawful, deu-
out, and difcrete.



