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He exhorteth him to labour diligently in his office, confider-
ing the reward in Chrift, & his denial of them that deny
him: 14. Not to contend, but to shun heretikes: neither
to be moued to fee fome fubuerted, confidering that the
elect continue Catholikes, and that in the Church be of
al forts. 24. Yet with al fweetenes to reclaime the de-
ceiued.

hou therfore, my {fonne, be {trong in the grace
T which is in Chrift IEsvs: 2and the things
which thou haft heard of me by many witneffes,
thefe commend to faithful men, which {hal be fit to teach
others alfo. 3 Labour thou as a good fouldiar of Chrift
IESVS. 4“No man being a fouldiar to God, intangleth
himfelf with fecular bufineffes; that he may pleale him
to whom he hath approued himfelf. 5 For he alfo that
{triueth for the maifterie, is not crowned vnleffe he {triue
lawfully. 6 The hufband-man that laboureth, muft fir{t
take of the fruits. 7 Vnder{tand what I {ay: for our Lord
wil giue thee in al things vnder{tanding. 8 Be mind-
ful that our Lord IEsvs Chrift is rifen againe from the
dead, of the feed of Dauid, according to my Ghofpel,
9 wherin I labour euen vnto bands, as a malefactour:
but the word of God is not tied. 10 Therfore &) {uftaine
al things for the elect, that they alfo may obtaine the
faluation, which is in Chrift IEsvS, with heauenly glo-
rie. 11 A faithful {faying. For is we be dead with him,
we fhal liue alfo together. 12 If we fhal fuftaine, we f{hal
Mat. 10. alfo reigne together. If we fhal deny, he alfo wil denie
Ro. 3, 3. vs. 13 If we beleeue not; he continueth faithful, he can
not denie himfelf. 14 Thefe things admonith: teftifying
before our Lord.

Marke here that the elect (though f{ure of {aluation) yet are {aued
by meanes of their Preachers and Teachers, as alfo by their own
endeauours.



Contend not in word, for it is profitable for noth-
ing, but for the {fubuerfion of them that heare. 15 Care-
fully prouide to prefent thy felf approued to God, a
worke-man not to be confounded, “rightly handling the
word of truth. 16 But aprophane and vaine {peaches
auoid: for they doe much grow to impietie: 17 and “their
{peach {preadeth as a canker: of who is Hymenaeus and
Philetus: 18 who haue erred from the truth, faying that
the refurrection is done already, and haue {ubuerted the
faith of fome.

19 But the {fure foundation of God {tandeth, hauing
this feale, Our Lord knoweth who be his, and let euery
one depart from iniquitie that nameth the name of our
Lord. 20 But ¢in a great houfe there are not only veffels
of gold and of filuer, but alfo of wood and of earth: and
certaine indeed vnto honour, but certaine vnto contu-
melie. 21 If any man therfore fhal “cleanfe himfelf from
thefe, he thal be a veffel vnto honour, fanctified & prof-
itable to our Lord, prepared to euery good worke.

22 But youthful defires fly, and purfue iuftice, faith,
charitie, and peace with them that inuocate our Lord

Tit. 3, 9. from a pure hart. 23 And foolith and vnlearned queftions
auoid, knowing that they ingender brauls. 24 But the
feruant of our Lord muft not wrangle: but be mild to-
ward al men, apt to teach, patient, 25 with modeftie
admonishing them that refift the truth: left {fometime
b)God giue them repentance to know the truth: 26 and
they recouer themfelues from the fnares of the diuel, of
whom they are held captiue at his wil.

ANNOTATIONS

4 No man being a fouldiar.) Firlt of al, the Apoftle (1. Cor. 7.What fecular af-
maketh marriage and the needful cares, folicitude, and diftrac- faires doe not

. . Ly . agree nor confift
tions therevpon euer depending, {pecial impediments of al fuch with fpiritual mens

function.

& See the Annotations before 1. Tim. 6. v. 20.

Conuerfion from finne & herefie is the guift of God and of his
{pecial grace: yet here we fee, good exhortations and prayer and
fuch other helps of man be profitable thereunto. Which could not
be if we had not free-wil.



In vit. S. Am-
brof. & Bern.

2. Cor. 2. & 4.
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as fhould employ themfelues wholy to God’s feruice, as Bifhops
and Priefts are bound to doe. He that is with a wife (faith he) is
careful for the world, how to pleafe his wife, and is diftracted or
deuided. 1. Cor. 7.
Secondly, the practife of phyficke, merchandife, or any other pro-
fane facultie and trade of life to gather riches, and much more to
be giuen to hunting, hawking, gamning, {hewes, enterludes, or the
like paftimes, is here forbidden.
Thirdly, the feruice of Princes and manifold bafe offices done to
them for to obtaine dignities and promotions, are difagreable to
Prieftly functions. Not {o, to be their Chaplens for this purpofe to
preach vnto them, to heare their confe{fions, to minifter the Sacra-
ments vnto them, to {ay Diuine {eruice before them, and fuch other
{piritual dueties. For, al {fuch feruices done to principal perfons
both of the Clergie and Laitie, be godly and confonant to Prieftly
vocation. As alfo feruing of Princes and Commonweales in ciuil
caufes and matters of {tate, in making peace and quietnes among
the people, by deciding or compounding their controuerfies, al
fuch like affaires tending to the honour of God and good of men,
and to the vpholding of true religion, when they may be done
without notorious damage or hinderance of their {piritual charge,
or when the hurts thereof be aboundantly recompenfed by the
neceffarie dueties done for the general good of Kingdom or Coun-
trie: al fuch things (I fay) be lawful and often very requifit. And
S. Auguftin, S. Ambrofe, S. Bernard, and other holy Bifhops of
old were much occupied therein, as we {ee in S. Auguftines booke
de opere Monachorum c. 20. & Pofsid in vit. c. 19.

15 Rightly.) The Scriptures or chalenge of the word of God
is common to Catholikes and Heretikes, but al is in the handling
of them. Thefe later handle them guilefully, adultering the word
of God, as els-where the Apoftle {peaketh: the other fincerely
after the manner of the Apoftles and Doctours of God’s Church.
Which the Greek expreffeth by a fignificant word of cutting a thing
{traight by a line, dpbotopolvta.

17 Their {peache.) The {peaches, preachings, and writings
of Heretikes be peftiferous, contagious, and creeping like a canker.
Therfore Chriftian men muft neuer heare their fermons nor read
their books. For fuch men haue a popular way of talke whereby
the vnlearned, and {pecially women loden with finne, are eafily
beguiled. Nothing is fo ealy ({aith S. Hierom) as with voluble and
rolling fong to deceiue the rude people, which admire what{oeuer
they vnderftand not. ep. 2. ad Nepot. c. 10.

20 In a great houfe.) He meaneth not that Hymenseus and
Philetus (of whom he {pake immediately before) or other heretikes,
be properly within the Church, as Catholike men are, though
grieuous finners: but that euil men who for the punifhment of
their {innes become heretikes, were before they fel from their faith
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as veffels of contumelie, within the Church. Yea and often alfo af-
ter they be feuered in hart and in the fight of God, fo long as they
{tand in external profeffion and vfe of the fame Sacraments, and
in the outward fellowlhip of Catholikes, not yet either {feparated of
themfelues, nor caft out by the Gouernours of the Church, {fo long
(we fay) they be after a fort in the Church: though properly and
indeed they be out of the compaffe of God’s houfe. Mary of thofe
that are openly feuered in Sacraments, Seruice, and communion,
there is no queftion but they are out of the Church.

21 Cleanfe himfelf.) Man then hath free-wil to make himfelf
a velfel of {aluation or damnation: though faluation be attributed
to God’s mercie principally, the other to his iuft iudgement: nei-
ther of both being repugnant to our free-wil, but working with
and by the fame, al fuch effects in vs as to his prouidence and our
deferts be agreable.

Free-wil.



