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Chapter 9

Chapter 9

He proceedeth exhorting them to the forefaid contribu-
tion, 3. to verifie his commending of them. 6. And to
doe it liberally, that {o they may merit the more, and
God be the more praifed.

or concerning the minifterie that is done *toward

the Saints, it is fuperfluous for me to write

vnto you. 2For I know your prompt mind:
for the which I glorie of you to the Macedonians: That
Achaia alfo is ready from the yeare palt, and your emu-
lation hath prouoked very many. 3 But I haue fent the
Brethren, that the thing which we glorie of you, be not
made void in this behalfe, that (as I haue faid) you may
be ready: 4left when the Macedonians fhal come with
me, and find you vnready, we (that we fay not, ye) may
be athamed 2)in this fubftance. 5 Therfore I thought it
neceffarie to defire the Brethren that they would come
to you, and prepare this bleffing before promifed, to be
ready fo, as a bleffling, ‘not as auarice. 6 And this I {ay,
he that *foweth {paringly, {paringly alfo fhal reap: and
he that foweth in bleffings, of bleffings alfo {hal reap.
7 Kuery one as he hath determined in his hart, not of
fadnes or of neceffitie. 8 For God loueth a cheerful
giuer. 9 And God is able to make al grace abound in
you: that in al things alwaies hauing al {ufficiencie, you
may abound vnto al good workes, 10 as it is written:
He diftributed, he gaue to the poore: b)his iuftice re-
maineth for euer. 11 And he that miniftreth feed to the
fower, wil giue bread alfo for to eate: and wil multiply
your feed and wil augment the increafes of the fruits
of your iuftice: 12 that being enriched in al things, you
may abound vnto al fimplicitie, which worketh by vs

That is, in this matter of almes. Chryfof. Theoph.

The fruit of almes is the encreafe of grace in al iuftice and good
workes to life euerlaftig: God giuing thefe things for reward &
recompenie of charitable workes, which therfore be called the feed
or meritorious caufe of thefe {piritual fruits.



thankes-giuing to God. 13 Becaufe the minifterie of this
office *doth not only fupplie thofe things that the Saints
want, but aboundeth alfo by many thankes-giuings in
our Lord, 14 by the proofe of this minifterie, glorifying
God in the obediéce of your confeffio vnto the Ghofpel
of Chrift, and in the {implicitie of communicating vnto
them, and vnto al, 15 and in their praying for you, being
defirous of you becaufe of the excellent grace of God in
you. 16 Thankes be to God for his vnipeakable guift.

ANNOTATIONS

1 Toward the Saints.) By the Apoftles earneft and often
calling vpon the Corinthians to giue almes for relieuing the faith-
ful in diftreffe, the Paftours of Gods Church may learne that it
{pecially pertaineth to their office to be Proctours for holy men in
prifon, pouertie, & al other neceffitie, {pecially when their want
commeth for confeffion of their faith.

5 Not as auarice.) The couetous man that parteth with
his peny painefully and with forrow, as though he loft a limme
of his body, is noted; and cheerful, ready, voluntarie, and large
contribution is commended.

6 Soweth {paringly.) Almes is compared to {eed. For as
the feed throwen into the ground, though it {feeme to be calt away,
yet is not loft, but is laid vp in certaine hope of great encreafe: {o
that which men giue in almes, though it {eeme to be caft away &
to perifh in refpect of the giuer, yet indeed it is moft fruitful; the
benefit therof manifoldly returning to him againe. Whereupon
the Apoftles conclufion is cleere, that according to the meafure
of the almes or {eeding (which is more or leffe in refpect of the
wil & abilitie of the giuer) the encreafe & aboundance of harueft,
that is, of grace and glorie thal enfue. See S. Auguftin in Pfal. 9.
circa med. & q. 4. ad Dulcitium

13 Doth not only {fupply.) When almes are giuen, {pecially
to holy men, not only the giuers obtaine great benefits thereby,
and the wants of others be {upplied, but God alfo by the receiuers
continual praiers and thankes-giuing therfore, is exceedingly ho-
noured: fo that charitie beftowed in this {ort, is an acte of Gods
worfhip and of religion.
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