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He granteth that the Iewes did pafle the Heathen Gen-
tils, in Gods benefits, 9. but not in their owne workes:
concluding, that he hath shewed both lew and Gentil
to be finners: 18. and therfore (inferring) that there
mult be fome other way to Saluation indifferent to both;
which is to beleeue in IESVS CHRIST, that for his fake
their {innes may be forgiuen them.

hat preeminence then hath the Iew, or
what is the profit of circumcifion? 2 Much
by al meanes. Firft, {urely becaufe the
wordes of God were comitted to them. 3 For what if cer-
taine of them haue not beleeued? Hath their incredulitie
made the faith of God fruftrate? 4 God forbid. But God
is true, & aeuery man a lyer, as it is written: That
thou maieft be iuftified in thy wordes, and ouercome
when thou art iudged. 5 But “if our iniquitie commend
the iuftice of God, what fhal we {ay? Is God vniuft that
executeth wrath? (I {peake according to man) 6 God
forbid; otherwife how fhal God iudge this world? 7 For
if the veritie of God hath abounded in my lie, vnto his
glorie, why am I alfo yet iudged as a {inner, 8 and not (as
we are blafphemed, and as fome report vs to {ay) let vs
doe euil, that there may come good? whofe damnation
is iuft.
9 What then? doe we excel them? No, not fo.
For we haue argued the Iewes and the Greeks, al to be
vnder {inne; 10 as it is written: That “there is not any
man iuft, 11 there is not that vnder{tandeth, there is not
that feeketh after God. 11 Al haue declined, they are
become vnprofitable together: there is not that doeth
good, there is not o much as one. 12 Their throte is an
open lepulchre, with their tongues they dealt deceitfully.

God only by nature is true, al mere men by nature may lie, deceiue
& be deceiued: yet God by his grace & {pirit may & doth preferue
the Apoftles and principal Gouerners of his people & the Church
and Councels in al truth, though they were and are mere men.
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The venim of alpes vnder their lippes. 13 Whofe mouth
is ful of malediction and bitternes: 14 Their feet {wift to
fheed bloud. 15 Deftruction & infelicitie in their waies:
16 and the way of peace they haue not knowen. 17 There
is no feare of God before their eyes. 18 And we know that
what{oeuer the Law {peaketh, to them it {peaketh that
are in the Law; that euery mouth may be {topped, & al
the world may be made fubiect to God: 19 becaufe <*by
the workes of the Law no flefh fhal be iuftified before
him. For by the Law is the knowledge of {inne.

20 But now without the Law “the iuftice of God
is manifefted; teftified by the Law and the Prophets.
21 And the iuftice of God by faith of IESvS CHRIST,
vnto al and vpon al that a)beleeue in him. For there
is no diftinction. 22 For al haue {inned; and doe need
the glorie of God. 23 Iuftified b)gratis by his grace, by
the redemption that is in CHRIST TESVS, 24 whom God
hath propofed a ‘propitiation,” by faith in his bloud, to
the fhewing of his iuftice, for the remiffion of former
{innes, 25 in the toleration of God, to the fhewing of his
iuftice in this time: that he may be iuft, and iuftifying
him that is of the faith of IESVS CHRIST.

26 Where is then thy boafting? it is excluded. By
what law? of deeds? No, but by the law of faith. 27 For
we account a man to be iuftified *by faith without the
works of the Law. 28 Is he God of the Iewes only? is he
not alfo of the Gentils? Yes of the Gentils alfo. 29 For
it is one God, that iuftifieth circumcifion by faith, and
prepuce by faith. 30 Doe we then deftroy the Law by
faith? God forbid, but we doe eftablifh the Law.

To beleeue in him, here comprifeth not only the act of faith, but

of hope & charitie, as the Apoftle explicateth himfelf. Gal. 5, 6.
No man atteineth his firft iuftification by the merits either of his
faith or workes, but merely by Chriftes grace and mercie: though
his faith & workes proceeding of grace be difpofitions and prepa-
rations thereunto.
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ANNOTATIONS

5 If your iniquitie.) No maruel that many now-a-daies
deduce falfe and deteftable conclufions out of this Apoftles high
and hard writings, feeing that S. Peter noted it in his daies,
and himfelf here confeffeth that his preaching & {peaches were
then falfely mifconf{trued; as though he had taught that the Iewes
& Gentils il life & incredulity had been directly the caufe of
Gods more mercie, & that therfore {inne commeth of God to
the aduancement of his glorie, & confequently that men might or
fhould doe il, that good might enfue thereof. Which blafphemous
conftructions they tooke of thefe and the like wordes: ~ Where
{inne abounded, there did grace more abound; and: The Law en-
tred in, that {inne might abound; and out of the Pfalme 50. That
thou maieft be iuftified in thy words, and ouercome when thou
art iudged. As though he meant that men doe f{inne, to the end
that God may be iuftified. And at al thefe & the like places of
the Apoftle though forewarned by S. Peter, and by the Apoftles
owne defence and Proteftation, that he neuer meant fuch horrible
things, yet the wicked alfo of this time doe {ftumble and fal. But
the true meaning is in al {fuch places, that God can and doth,
when it pleafeth him, conuert thofe {innes which man committeth
againft him & his commandments, to his glorie: though the {innes
themfelues ftand not with his wil, intention, nor honour, but be di-
rectly againft the fame, and therfore may not be committed that
any good may fal. For, what good foeuer accidétally falleth, it
proceedeth not of the {inne, but of God’s mercie that can pardon,
and of his omnipotencie that can turne il to good. And therfore
againft thofe carnal interpretations, S. Paul very carefully & dili-
gently giueth reafon alfo in this place, v. 6., that it is impofsible:
becaule God could not iuftly punifh any man, nor {it in iudgement
at the later day for {inne without plaine iniurie, if either himfelf
would haue {inne committeth, or man might doe it to his glorie.
Therfore let al fincere Readers of the Scriptures, and {pecially of
S. Paules writings, hold this for a certaintie, as the Apoftles owne
defenfe (whatfoeuer he {feeme to fay hereafter {ounding in their
{enfe, that {inne commeth of God, or may therfore be comitteth
that he may worke good thereof) that the Apoftle himfelf con-
demneth that {enfe as {landerous and blafphemous.

10 Not any iuft.) Thefe general {peaches, that both Iew
and Gentile be in {inne, and none at al iuft, are not fo to be taken,
that none in neither {ort were euer good: the Scriptures exprefly
faying that Iob, Zacharie, Elifabeth, and fuch like, were iuft
before God; & it were blafphemie to {ay that thele words alleaged
out of the 13. Pfalme were meant in Chriftes mother, in S. Iohn
the Baptift, in the Apoftles &c. For, this only is the fenfe: that
neither by the Law of nature, nor Law of Moyles, could any man
be iuft or auoid fuch {innes as here be rekened, but by faith and the

3

S. Paules {peaches
miftaken of the
wicked.

The fenfe of the
places that foud
as if God caufed
{inne.

How it is faid:
none iuft.



De pre. mer.

li. 1. ¢. 9, 10.
de grat. &
lib. arb. c. 7.
Gal. 1.

grace of God, by which there were a number in al Ages ({pecially
among the Iewes) that were iuft and holy, whom thefe words touch
not, being {poken only to the multitude of the wicked, which the
Prophet maketh as it were a {feueral body con{piring again{t Chrift,
and perfecuting the iuft and godly of which il companie he faith,
that none was iuft nor feared God.

19 By the workes of the Law.) S. Hierom and S. Chryfo{tom
expound this of the ceremonial workes only: and in that {fenfe the
Apoftle {pecially profecuteth this propofition in his Epiftle to the
Galatians. But it is true alfo of al man’s moral workes done with-
out faith & the grace of God; which can not be acceptable or
auailable in God’s {ight, to iuftifie any man. And {o S. Auguftine
taketh it De Sp. & lit. c. 8. to. 3.

20 Tuftice of God.) Beware of the wicked and vaine com-
mentarie of the Caluiniftes, glofsing, the iuftice of God to be that
which is refident in Chrift, apprehended by our faith; and fo that
imputed to vs which we indeed haue not. Wherein at once they
haue forged themfelues again{t God’s manifeflt word, a new no
iuftice, a phantaftical apprehenfion of that which is not, a falfe
faith and vntrue imputation. Whereas the iuftice of God here, is
that wherewith he indoweth a man at his firft conuerfion, and is
now in a man, and therfore man’s iuftice: but yet God’s iuftice
alfo, becaufe it is of God. Of this iuftice in vs, whereby we be
truely iuftified and indeed made iuft, S. Auguftine {peaketh thus:

The grace of Chrift doth worke our illumination and iultifi-
cation inwardly allo. And againe: He giueth to the faithful the
molt fecret grace of his Spirit, which {ecretly he powreth into in-
fants alfo. And againe: They are iuftified in Chrilt that beleeue in
him through the fecret communication and infpiration of {piritual
grace, whereby euery one leaneth to our Lord. And againe: He
maketh iult renewing by the Spirit, and regeneration by grace.

27 By faith, without workes.) This is the place whereupon
the Proteftants gather falfly their only faith, and which they com-
monly auouch, as though the Apoftle {aid, that only faith doth
iuftifie. Where he both in wordes and meaning excepteth only the
workes of the Law done without Chrift before our conuerfion: nei-
ther excluding the Sacraments of Baptifme or Penance, nor hope
and charitie, or other Chriftian vertues; al which be the iuftice
of faith. As the good workes proceeding thereof, be likewife the
law and iuftice of faith. Al which the Aduerfaries would exclude
by foifting in the terme, only. Of which kind of men S. Auguftine
vpon this place {aith thus: Men not vnderftanding that which
the Apoftle faith, (we count a man to be iuftified by faith with-
out the workes of the Law) did thinke that he faid, faith would
{uffice a man though he liued il and had no good workes. Which
God forbid the veffel of election should thinke: who in a certaine
place after he had faid, In CHRIST IESVS neither circumcifion
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nor prepuce auaileth any whit, he {traight added, but faith which
worketh by loue.



