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Now allo he sheweth that neither the Iewes could be
faued by the knowledge of the Law, of the which they
did {fo much brag againft the Gentils, feeing they did
notwithftanding {inne as the Gentils did. 14. And ther-
fore that the true lew is the Chriltian (though he be a
Gentil) who by grace in his hart doeth the good workes
that the Law commandeth.

or the which caufe thou art inexcufable, 6 man,
F whofoeuer “thou be that iudgeft. For wherein

thou iudgeft another, thou condemneft thyfelf.
For thou doeft the fame things which thou iudgeft. 2 For
we know that the iudgement of God is according to
veritie vpon them that doe fuch things. 3 And doeft
thou fuppofe this, 6 man, that iudgeft them which doe
{uch things, and doeft the fame, that thou fhalt efcape
the iudgement of God? 4 Or “doeft thou contemne the
riches of his goodnes, and patience, and longanimity,
not knowing that the benignity of God bringeth thee to
penance? 5 But according to thy hardnes and impen-
itent hart, thou heapeft to thy felf wrath, in the day
of wrath and of the reuelation of the iuft iudgement of
God, 6 who wil render to euery man “according to his
workes: 7a)to them truely that according to patience in
good worke, feeke glorie and honour and incorruption,
life eternal; 8 but to them that are of contention, and
that obey not the truth, but giue credit to iniquitie,
wrath and indignation. 9 Tribulation and anguith vpon
euery foul of man that worketh euil, of the lew fir{ft and
of the Greek: 10 but glorie and honour and peace to eu-
ery one that worketh good, to the Iew and to the Greek.
11 For there is no acception of perfons with God. 12 For
whofoeuer haue finned without the Law, without the
Law fhal perifh: and whofoeuer haue {inned in the Law,
by the Law fhal be iudged. 13 For <“not the hearers of

Good mé alfo according to the merits of their good wil fhal haue
their reward. Aug. ep. 47.
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the Law are iuft with God: but the doers of the Law
Jfhal be iuftified. 14 For when the Gentils which haue
not the Law, naturally doe thofe things that are of the
Law; the fame not hauing the Law, themfelues are a
law to themfelues: 15 who fhew the workes of the Law
written in their harts, their con{cience giuing teftimonie
to them, and among themfelues mutually their thoughts
accufling, or alfo defending, 16 in the day when God fhal
iudge the fecrets of men, according to my Ghoipel, by
IESvs CHRIST.

17 But if thou be furnamed a Iew, and refteft in the
Law, and doeft glorie in God, 18 and knoweft his wil, and
aproueft the more profitable things, inftructed by the
Law, 19 prefumeft that thy felf art a leader of the blind,
a light of them that are in darknes, 20 a teacher of the
foolifh, a maifter of infants, hauing the forme of {ciéce
& of veritie in the Law. 21 Thou therfore athat teacheft
another, teacheft not thy felf: that preacheft, men ought
not to {teale, thou {tealeft: 22 that fayeft men fhould not
commit aduoutrie, thou commiteft aduoutrie: that ab-
horreft idols, thou doeft facriledge: 23 that doeft glorie
in the Law, thou by preuaricatio of the Law doeft difho-
nour God. (24 For b)the name of God through you is
blalphemed among the Gentils, as it is written.) 25 Cir-
cumcifion indeed profiteth, if thou obferue the Law: but
if thou be a preuaricatour of the Law, thy circumcifion
is become ©)prepuce. 26 If then the prepuce *keepe the
iuftices of the Law; fhal not his prepuce be reputed for
circumcifion? 27 and fhal not that which of nature is
prepuce, fulfilling the Law, iudge thee, that by the let-
ter and circumcifion, art a preuaricatour of the Law?

It is a shameful and damnable thing for Preachers, Teachers, or
other guides of mens life, to comit the fame things théfelues, which
they reproue in other.

It is a great {inne that by the il life of the faithful, our Lords
name fhould be il {poken of amog the mifbeleeuers, and many
withdrawen fr6 the true religion thereby.

Prepuce is the foreskin not circumcifed, & therfore fignifieth the
Gentils, or the {tate and condition of the Gentils: as circumcifion,
the Iewes and their {tate.
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28 For not he that is in open fhew, is a Iew, nor that
which is in open fhew in the flefh, is circumcifio: 29 but
he that is in fecret a lew; and the circumcifion of the
hart, 4in {pirit, not in the letter: whofe praife is not of
men, but of God.

ANNOTATIONS

1 Thou that iudgeft.) Such as by publike authoritie either
{piritual or temporal haue to punifth offenders, be not forbidden
to iudge or condemne any for their offenfes, though themfelues be
fometimes guilty in their confcience of the fame or greater: yet
may it be matter of aggrauating {innes before God, when they wil
not repent of thofe offenfes themfelues, for the which they punish
others. But if they be open offenders themfelues, in the {fame
fort for which they iudge other, they giue {candal, and thereby
aggrauate their {innes very much. Properly here he forbiddeth to
charge another falfely or truly with thefe crimes whereof himfelf
is as farre guilty or more then the other, as the Iewes {pecially did
the Gentils, to whom he {peaketh here.

4 Doeft thou contemne?) This proueth that God offereth
his grace & mercie to many, & by long patience & fufferance ex-
pected their repentance, differring their punishmét of purpofe that
they may amend, and that he is not delighted in their perdition,
nor is the caufe of their finne: but contrariewife that they harden
their owne harts, and of their owne free-wil reiect his grace and
contemne his benignitie.

6 According to his workes.) Though the holy Apoftles
{pecial purpofe be in this Epiftle, to commend vnto the Gentils
that trufted fo much in their moral workes, the faith in Chrift;
yet left any man fhould thinke or gather vntruly of his wordes,
that Chriftian mens workes were not meritorious or the caufe
of Saluation, he exprefly writeth, that God giueth as wel eu-
erlafting life and glorie to men, for and according to their good
workes, as he giueth damnation for the contrarie workes. And
howloeuer Heretikes fondly fly from the euidence of thefe places,
yvet S. Auguftin faith, Life euerlafting to be rendred for good
workes according to this manife{lt Scripture: God shal render to
euery man according to his workes.

13 Not the hearers.) This fame fentence agreable alfo to
Chriftes wordes (Mat. 7, 21.) is the very ground of S. Tames difpu-
tatio, that not faith alone, but good workes alfo doe iuftifie. Ther-
fore S. Paul (how{oeuer fome peruerfly confter his wordes in other
places) meaneth the fame that S. Tames. And here he {peaketh
not properly of the firft iuftification, when an Infidel or il man
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is made iuft, who had no acceptable workes before to be iufti-
fied by (of which kind he {pecially meaneth in other places of this
Epiftle) but he {peaketh of the fecond iuftification or increafe of
former iuftice, which he that is in Gods grace, daily proceedeth in,
by doing al kind of good workes, which be iuftices, and for doing
of which, he is iuft indeed before God. And of this kind doth
S. Tames namely treate. Which is directly againft the Heretikes of
this time, who not only attribute nothing to the workes done in
{inne and infidelitie, but efteeme nothing at al of a Chriftian mans
workes toward iuftificatié & faluation, condéning thé as vncleane,
finful, hypocritical, Pharifaical, which is directly againft thefe &
other Scriptures, and plaine blafpheming of Chri{t and his grace,
by whofe {pirit and cooperation we doe them.

13 Shal be iuftified.) Of al other Articles deceitfully han-
dled by Heretikes, they vie moft guile in this of Iuftification; &
{pecially by the equiuocation of certaine wordes; which is proper to
al contentious wranglers, and namely in this word, Iuftifie. Which
becaufe they find fometime to {ignifie the acquiting of a guilty man
of fome crime whereof he is indeed guilty, & for which he ought
to be condemned, (as by mans iudgement either of ignorance or
of purpofe often a very malefactour is deemed or declared & pro-
nounced innocent) they falfly make it fo {ignifie in this place & the
like, wherefoeuer man is faid to be iuftified of God for his workes
or otherwife: as though it were faid, that God iuftifieth man, that
is to fay, imputeth to him the iuftice of Chrift though he be not
indeed iuft; or of fauour reputeth him as iuft, when indeed he is
wicked, impious, and vniuft. Which is a moft blafphemous doc-
trine againft God, making him either ignorant who is iuft, & fo
to erre in his iudgement; or not good, that can loue and {aue him
whom he knoweth to be euil. And a maruelous pittiful blindnes
it is in the Churches Aduerfaries, that they should thinke it more
to God’s glorie, and more to the commendation of Chriftes iuftice,
merites, and mercie, to cal and count an il man {o continuing, for
iuft; then by his grace and mercie to make him of an one, iuft
indeed, and {o truly to iuftifie him, or as the word doth here f{igni-
fie, to efteeme and approue for iuft indeed, him that by his grace
keepeth his law and commandements. For, that the keepers or
doers of the commandements be iuft and fo reputed, it is plaine
by the correfpondence to the former wordes: Not the hearers are
iuft, but the doers. Whereupon S. Auguftin de Sp. & lit. c. 26.
to. 3. hath thefe wordes: When it be faid, The doers of the Law
shal be iuftified, what other thing is {aid, then, The iuft shal be
iuftified? for the doers of the Law verily are iuft.

26 Keepe the iuftices.) If a Gentil either now {ince Chrift,
by his grace and faith, or any other before Chrift, not of the
{tocke of Abraham, through the Spirit of God keep the iuftices
of the Law, he is iuft no leffe then if he had been outwardly cir-
cumcifed, and shal condemne the circumcifed Iew not keeping the
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Law, without which, his outward Sacrament cannot ferue him, but
shal be much to his condemnation, that hauing the law and pecu-
liar Sacraments of God, he did not keepe the Law, nor inwardly
exercife that in his hart which the outward figne did import. And
al this is no more but to infinuate that true iuftice is not in faith
only or knowledge of the Law, or in the name either of Iew or
Chriftian, but in doing good workes and keeping the Law by Gods
grace.

29 In Spirit, not letter.) The outward ceremonies, Sacra-
ments, threates, and commandements of God in the Law, are
called the letter; the inward working of God in mans hart & in-
dowing him with faith, hope, and charitie, and with loue, liking,
wil, & abilitie to keepe his commandements by the grace and
merites of Chrift, are called the {pirit. In which fenfe, the car-
nal Iew was a lew according to the letter, and he was circumcifed
after the letter: but the true beleeuing Gentil obferuing by Gods
grace in hart and in Gods f{ight that which was meant by that
carnal {igne, is a Iew according to the spirit, & iuftified by God.
Of the {pirit and letter S. Auguftin made a famous worke, very
neceffarie for the vnderftanding of this Epiftle.
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