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The foundation of his Apoftleship being laid, 8. he highly
commendeth the Romanes, and protelteth his affection
towards them. And fo comming to the matter, faith,
our Chriftian Catholike doctrine (that teacheth al to
beleeue) to be the way to faluation: becaufe the Gen-
tils (firft of al) could not be faued by their Philofophie,
whereby they knew God, forfomuch as they did not ferue
him, but Idols; he therfore iultly permitting them to fal
into al kind of moft damnable finne.

aul the feruant of IESVs CHRIST, called to

be an Apoftle, feparated vnto the Ghoipel

of God, 2 which before he had promifed by his
Prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3 of his Sonne, (who was
made to him of the feed of Dauid according to the flefh,
4 who was predeftinate the Sonne of God in power, ac-
cording to the {pirit of fanctification, by the refurrection
of our Lord IEsvs CHRIST from the dead, 5 by whom
we receiued grace and Apoftlethip @ for obedience to
the faith b)in al Nations for the name of him, 6 among
whom are you alfo the called of IESVS CHRIST:) 7to
al that are at Rome the beloued of God, called to be
Saints. *Grace to you and peace from God our Father,
and our Lord TESVS CHRIST.

8 Firft 1 giue thanks to my God through IESVS
CHRIST for al you, becaufe “your faith is renowmed in
the whole world. 9 For God is my witnes, whom I {erue
4in my {pirit in the Ghofpel of his Sonne, that ©without
intermiffion I make ¢a memorie of you 10 alwaies in my
praiers, befeeching, if by any meanes I may {fometime at

Faith muft not be fubiect to {enfe, reaf6, arguing or vnder{tading,
but muft commad, & be obeid in humilitie and {implicitie.

S. Auguftin vleth this place and the like again{t Heretikes, which
would draw the common Catholike faith of al Nations, to fome
certaine countries or corners of the world. Aug. ep. 161.

He praieth without intermifsion that omitteth no day certaine
times of praier. Aug. heref. 57.
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the length haue a profperous iourney by the wil of God,
to come vnto you. 11 For I defire to fee you, that I may
impart vnto you fome {piritual grace, to @confirme you:
12 that is to fay, to be comforted together in you by that
which is common to vs both, your faith & mine. 13 And
I wil not haue you ignorat (Brethren) that I haue often
purpofed to come vnto you (and haue been {taied hith-
erto) that I may haue fome fruit in you, as alfo in the
other Gentils. 14 To the Greeks & the Barbarous, to the
wife and the vnwife I am debter. 15 So (as much as is
in me) I am ready “to euangelize to you alfo that are at
Rome.

16 For I am not afhamed of the Ghofpel. For it
is the power of God, vnto faluation to euery one that
beleeueth, to the Iewes firft and to the Greeke. 17 For
b)the iuftice of God is reuealed therein by faith into faith;
as it is written: And the iult “liueth by faith.

18 For the wrath of God from Heauen *is reuealed,
vpon al impietie and iniuftice of thofe men that deteine
the veritie of God in iniuftice: 19 becaufe, that of God
which is knowen, is manifeft in them. For God hath
manifefted it vnto them. 20 For his inuifible things, from
the creation of the world are feen, being vnderftood
by thofe things that are made; his eternal power alfo
and Diuinitie: {o that they are inexcufable. 21 Becaufe
whereas they knew God, they haue not glorified him as
God, or giuen thanks: but are become vaine in their
cogitations, and their foolifh hart hath been darkned.
22 For, {faying themf{elues to be wife, they became fooles.
23 And they changed the glorie of the incorruptible God,
into a 9fimilitude of the image of a corruptible man,

The Romanes were conuerted & taught by S. Peter before. There-
fore he vieth that {peach, to cofirme them in their faith. Authour
Com apud Hier. Theodoret. in 16. Rom. & Chryf.

He meaneth not God’s owne iuftice in himfelf, but that iuftice
wherwith God indoweth man when he iuftifieth him. Aug. de Sp.
& lit. c¢. 9. Whereby you may gather the vanitie of the Heretical
imputatiue iuftice.

Loe thefe & the like are the Images or Idols fo often condemned
in the {criptures, & not the holy Images of Chrift and his Saints.
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and of foules and foure-footed beafts and of them that
creep. 24 (For the which caufe God ahath deliuered
them vp vnto the defires of their hart, into vncleanneffe,
for to abufe their owne bodies among themfelues ig-
nominioufly.) 25 Who haue changed the veritie of God
into lying: and haue worfhipped & ferued the creature
rather then the Creatour, who is bleffed for euer. Amen.
26 Therfore *God hath deliuered them into paffios of ig-
nominie. For their women haue changed the natural
vie, into that vie that is contrarie to nature. 27 And
in like manner the men alfo, leauing the natural vie of
the woman, haue burned in their defires one toward an-
other, men vpon men working turpitude, & the reward of
their errour (which they thould) receauing in themfelues.
28 And as they liked not to haue God in knowledge;
God deliuered them vp into a reprobate {enfe, to doe
thofe things that are not conuenient: 29 replenifhed with
al iniquitie, malice, fornication, auarice, wickednes, ful
of enuie, murder, contention, guile, malignitie, whifper-
ers, 30 detractours, odible to God, contumelious, proud,
hawtie, inuentours of euil things, difobedient to parents,
31 foolifh, diffolute, without affection, without fidelitie,
without mercie. 32 Who whereas they knew the iuftice
of God, did not vnderftand that they which doe {uch
things, are *worthie of death: not only they that doe
them, but they alfo that confent to the doers.

ANNOTATIONS

7 Grace to you & peace.) It is a kind of blefsing rather then
a prophane falutatio, proper to the Apoftles, of greater vertue
thé the benedictios of the Fathers in the old Teftament. The
holy Fathers of the Church feemed to abfteine from it for their
reuerence to the Apoftles. The Manichees (Auguft. cont. ep.

Eph. 4, 19. He faith, They haue deliuered or giuen vp themifelues
to al vancleanneffe. By which coferéce of {criptures we learne that
théfelues are the caufe of their owne f{inne and damnation, God
of his iuftice permitting & leauing them to their owne wil, and fo
giuing them vp into pafsions &c.

Apoftolical falu-
tatio or bleffing.

The fame vied of
Heretikes.



Luc. 22.

Proem. 1. 2.
Com. in ep. ad
Gal.

funde. c. 5. 6.) and other Heretikes (as alfo thefe of our time)
becaufe they would be counted Apoftles, often vie it.

8 Your faith renowmed.) The holy Doctours vpon thefe
words of the Apoftle, and {pecially by our Maifters promife made
to Peter, that his faith thould not faile, giue great teftimonie for
the prouidence of God in the preferuation of the Romane faith.
S. Cyprian thus: ep. 51. nu. 6. They are fo bold to cary letters
from prophane Schifmatikes to the chaire of Peter and the prin-
cipal Church whence Prieltly vnitie rofe: not confidering the Ro-
manes to be them whole faith (the Apoftle being the commender)
was prailed, to whom milbeleefe can not haue acceffe. So S. Hi-
erom Apolog. adu. Ruff. li. 3. c. 4. to. 2. Know you that
the Romane faith commended by the Apoftles mouth, wil receiue
no fuch deceites, nor can be pofsibly changed, though an An-
gel taught otherwile, being fenfed by S. Paules authoritie. Againe
ep. 63. ad Pammach & Oceanum c. 4. to. 2. Whatloeuer thou be
that auouchelt new lectes, I pray thee haue relpect to the Romane
eares, Ipare the faith which was prailed by the Apoltles voice. And
in another place: Wil ye know, 6 Paula, and Fuftochium, how
the Apoftle hath noted euery prouince with their proprieties? the
faith of the people of Rome is praifed. = Where is there fo great
concourfe to Churches and Martyrs fepulchers? Where foundeth,
Amos, like thunder from heauen, or where are the temples (void
of Idols) fo shaken as there? Not that the Romanes haue another
faith then the reft of the Chriltian Churches, but that there is in
them more deuotion and fimplicitie of faith. In another place the
fame Holy Doctour {ignifieth that it is al one to fay, the Romane
faith, and the Catholike. Apolog. 1. adu. Ruff. c. 1. So doth
S. Cyprian. ep. 12. num. 1. ad Antonianum: and S. Ambrofe de
obitu fratris, in med. Whereupon, this word, Romane, is added
to Catholike, in many countries where Sectes doe abound, for the
better diftinction of true beleeuers from Heretikes: which in al
Ages did hate and abhorre the Romane faith and Church, as al
malefactours doe their Tudges and correctours.

9 Serue in {pirit.) Diuerfe Heretikes when they heare that
God is a {pirit, and muft be ferued and adored in {pirit, imagin
that he muft be honoured only inwardly, without ceremonies &
external workes: which you {ee is otherwife, for that the Apoftle
ferued God in {pirit, by preaching the Ghofpel. To ferue God
then in {pirit, is to ferue him with faith, hope, and charitie, and
with al workes proceeding of them: as to ferue him carnally, is,
with workes external, without the faid internal vertues.

9 A memorie of you.) A great example of charitie for al
men, {pecially for Prelates & Paftours, not only to preach, but
to pray continually for the conuerfion of people to Chrifts faith:
Which the Apoftle did for them whom he neuer knew, in refpect
of God’s honour only and the zeale of {oules.

The Romane
faith highly com-
mended.

It can not faile nor
be corrupted.

The Romane
{tations, a toké of
greater faith and
deuotion.

The Catholike and
Romane faith al
one.

How God is ferued
in fpirit.

Praier for
conuerfion of
foules.



Mat. 28.

Chapter 1

15 To euangelize.) The Ghofpel is not only the life of our
Sauiour written by the foure Euangelifts, nor only that which is
written in the new Teftament: but their whole courfe of preaching
& teaching the faith. Which faith commeth ordinarily of preaching
& hearing, and not of writing or reading. And therfore S. Paul
thought not himfelf difcharged by writing to the Romanes, but his
defire was to preach vnto them: for that was the proper comifsion
giuen to the Apoftles, to preach to al Nations. The writing of
the bookes of the Teftament, is another part of God’s prouidence,
neceffarie for the Church in general, but not neceffarie for euery
man in particular: as to be taught and preached vnto, is for euery
one of age and vnderftanding. And therfore S. Peter (who was the
cheefe of the Commifsion wrote litle; many of them wrote nothing
at al: and S. Paul that wrote moft, wrote but litle in comparifon
of his preaching) not to any but fuch as were conuerted to the
faith by preaching before.

17 Liueth by faith.) In the 10. to the Hebrewes, he theweth
by this place of the Prophet (Abacuc. 2.) that the iuft though he
liue here in peregrination, and feeth not prefently nor enioyeth the
life euerlafting promifed to him, yet holdeth faft the hope therof
by faith. In this place he applieth the Prophets wordes further to
this fenfe, That it is our faith, that is to fay, the Catholike beleefe
(faith S. Auguftin li. 8. cont. 2. ep. Pelag.) which maketh a iuft
man, and diftinguisheth between the iuft and vniuft; and that by
the law of faith, and not by the law of workes. Whereof it rifeth,
that the Iew, the Heathen Philofopher, and the Heretike, though
they excelled in al workes of moral vertues, could not yet be iuft:
and a Catholike Chriftian man liuing but an ordinarie honeft life,
either not {inning greatly, or {fupplying his faults by penace, is
iuft. And this difference rifeth by faith. Not that faith can faue
any man without workes, For it is not a reprobate faith that we
fpeake of, (as the holy Doctour faith) but that which worketh by
charitie, and therfore remitteth {innes and maketh one iuft. See
S. Auguftines place.

18 Is reuealed.) By al the paffage following you may {ee,
that the Ghofpel and Chrift’s law confifteth not only in preaching
faith (though that be the ground, & is firft alwaies to be done) but
to teach vertuous life and good workes, and to denounce damna-
tion to al them that commit deadly {innes & repent not. And
againe we fee that not only lacke of faith is a {inne, but al other
actes done againft God’s commandements.

26 Hath delivered them vp.) As he faith here, God deli-
uered them vp, fo to the Ephefians (c. 4, 19.) he faith of the
fame perfons and things: They deliuered themf{elues vp to al vn-
cleanneffe. So that it is not meant here that God doth driue, force,
or caule any man to {inne, as diuers blafphemous Heretikes doe
hold; but only that by his iuft iudgement, for their owne deferu-
ing, and for due punithment of their former grieuous offenfes,

The Ghofpel is not
only the written
word.

The Apoftles writ-
ing, and preach-
ing, whether more
neceffarie, and
how.

The Catholike or
Chriftian faith
with good workes
iuftifieth, & with-
out this faith, no
workes what{oeuer.

Not only by faith.

God is not the au-
thour of {inne.

God punifheth
{inne by permit-
ting men to fal
further and fur-
ther.



he withholdeth his grace from them, and fo fuffreth them to fal
further into other finnes. As, for their crime of Idolatrie, to {uffer
them to fal into vnnatural abominations: as now for herefie, he
taketh his grace and mercie from many, and fo they fal headlong
into al kind of turpitude: as contrariewife, for il life, he fuffreth
many to fal into herefie. And for Chrift’s fake let euery one that
is entagled with the Idolatrie of this time, that is to {ay, with
thele new Sectes, looke wel into his owne confcience, whether his
forfaking the true God, may not come vnto him for a punithment
of his former or prefent il life which he liueth.

32 Worthie of death.) Here you fee why the Church taketh
fome finnes to be deadly, and calleth them mortal: to wit, becaufe
al that doe them, are worthy of dammnation: others be venial,
that is to fay, pardonable of their owne nature and not worthie of
eternal damnation.

Sinnes mortal and
venial.



