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The parables (in which he {peaketh to the Iewes becaufe
they were reprobate) he expoundeth to his Dilciples,
shewing that in his fowing, three parts of foure shal per-
ish, through the fault of the hearers. 21. And that his
feruants mult confefle their faith, 24. and vle their guifts
(contrary to thofe {tony and thorny hearers.) And that
his Church (notwithftanding the lofing of thofe three
parts of the leed) shal be brought by his prouidence to
the harueft, that is, to the end of the world: 30. grow-
ing ouer al in time, though in the beginning it be as
the litle muftard-feed, 35. and though {uch tempefts of
perlecution in the fea of this world doe rife againft it.

nd againe he began to teach at the fea fide;

and a great multitude was gathered togeather

vnto him {o that he went vp into a boat, and
fate in the fea, and al the multitude about the fea was
vpon the land. 2 And he taught them in parables many
things, and faid to them in his doctrine: 3 Heare ye;
Behold, the fower went forth to fow. 4 And whiles he
foweth, fome fel by the way f{ide, and the foules of the
aire came, and did eate it. 5 And otherfome fel vpon
rocky places where it had not much earth: and it thot vp
immediatly, becaufe it had not deepnes of earth: 6 and
when the {funne was rifen, it parched, and becaufe it had
not roote, it withered. 7 And fome fel among thornes:
and the thornes grew vp, and choked it, and it yealded
not fruit. 8 And fome fel vpon good ground; and it
yealded fruit that grew vp & increafed, and it brought
forth, one thirtie, one {ixtie, and one an hundred.

9 And he faid: He that hath eares to heare, let
him heare. 10 And when he was alone, the Twelue that
were with him, asked him the parable. 11 And he {aid
to them: To you it is giuen to know the myfterie of
the Kingdom of God; but to athem that are without,

Such as be out of the Church, though they heare and read neuer
fo much, they cannot vnderftand. Bed. in 4. Marc.
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al things are done in parables: 12 that {eeing they may
fee, and not fee; and hearing they may heare, and not
vnderftand: “left at any time they fhould be conuerted
and their {innes be forgiuen them. 13 And he faith to
them: Doe you not know this parable? And how fhal
you know al parables? 14 He that foweth, {foweth the
Word. 15 And they by the way fide, are thefe: where
the Word is fowen, and when they {hal haue heard, im-
mediatly commeth Satan, and taketh away the Word
that was fowen in their harts. 16 And they likewife that
are fowen vpon the rocky places, are thefe: who when
they heare the Word, immediatly with ioy receaue it;
17 And they haue not root in them felues, but are tempo-
ral: afterward when tribulation is rifen and perfecution
for the Word, forthwith they are {candalized. 18 And
other there be that are {fowen among thornes: thefe are
they that heare the Word, 19 and the cares of the World
and the deceitfulnes of riches, and concupifciences about
other things entring in choke the Word, and it is made
fruitles. 20 And thefe are they that were {fowen vpon the
good ground, which heare the Word, and receaue it, and
yeald fruit one thirtie, one fixtie, and one an hundred.

21 And he faid to them: Cometh a candle to be
put @vnder a bufhel, or vnder a bed? and not to be put
vpon the candleftick? 22 For there is nothing hid, which
thal not be made manifeft: neither was any thing made
fecret, but that it fhal come to light. 23 If any man haue
eares to heare, let him heare.

24 And he faid to them: See what you heare.
In what meafure you mete, it thal be meafured to you
againe, and more fhal be giuen ‘to you. 25 For he that
hath, to him fhal be giuen: and he that hath not, that
alfo which he hath, fhal be taken away from him.

26 And he faid: So is the Kingdom of God, as if a
man calt feed into the earth, 27 #and {leep, and rife vp
night and day, and the feed {pring, and grow vp whiles
he knoweth not, 28 For the earth of it {elf bringeth forth

Chrift came not to teach his doctrine in corners and hucker mucker
as Heretikes doe, but to lighten the whole world therewith.



Mat. 8, 23.
Luc. 8, 22.

Mt. 13. Act. 28.

Chapter 4

fruit, firft the blade, then the eare, afterward the ful
corne in the eare. 29 And when the fruit hath brought
out it felf, immediatly he putteth in the fickle, becaufe
harueft is come.

30 And he faid: To what fthal we liken the Kingdom
of God? or to what parable thal we compare it? 31 As
a “*muftard feed; which when it is fowen in the earth, is
leffe then al the {eeds that are in the earth: 32 And when
it is fowen, it rifeth vp, and becometh greater then al
herbes, and maketh great boughes, {o that “the birdes
of the aire may dwel vnder the fhadow thereof.

33 And with many {uch parables he {pake to them
the Word, according as they were able to heare: 34 and
without parable he did not {peake vnto them; but apart,
he explicated al things to his Difciples.

35 And he faith to them in that day, when euening
was come: Let vs paffe ouer to the other {ide. 36 And
dimiffing the multitude, they take him {o as he was in
the boat: and there were other boats with him. 37 And
there arofe a great {torme of wind, and the waues beatt
into the boat, fo that the boat was filled. 38 And he was
in the hinder part of the boat {leeping vpon a pillow;
and they raife him, and fay to him: Maifter, doth it
not pertaine to thee that we perish? 39 And rifing vp he
threatned the wind, and faid to the {ea: Peace, be {til.
And the wind ceafed; and there was made a great calme.
40 And he faid to them: Why are you feareful? neither
yet haue you faith? And they feared with great feare:
and they faid one to an other, who is this (thinkeft thou)
that both wind and {ea obey him?

ANNOTATIONS

12 Left they should be conuerted) Thefe {peaches here
and els where, we muft not {fo vnder{tand as though he {pake in
parables of purpofe & to this end, that the hearers might not
vnderftand, left they fhould be conuerted; which were as much to
fay as that he would not haue them vnder{tand, nor be conuerted:
but we muft learne the true {fenfe of this very place in S. Matthew
and in the Actes, where our Sauiour and S. Paul {peake thus:
They haue heard heauily, and haue shut their eyes, lelt perhaps

God is not au-
thour of finne, but
mans owne wil.
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they may lee, and vnder{tand, and be couerted, and I heale them.
Wherby it is euidét, that the {peaking in parables was not the
caufe (for many befide the Apoftles heard and vnderftood) but
them felues would not heare, and vnderftand, and be conuerted:
and fo were the caufe of their owne wilful & obftinate infidelity.
And therfore alfo he {pake inparables, becaufe they were not wor-
thy to vnderftand, as the other to whom he expounded them.

27 And {leep) The Church, and Chrifts doctrine, ({leep we,
wake we) increafeth by the great prouidence of God, only the
Preachers muft {fow, and plant, and water, and God wil giue the
increafe, nourithing the feed in mens harts. And therfore we may
not giue ouer, or be impatient and f{olicitous, if we haue not alwaies
good fuccelffe: but doing our duty, commit the reft to God.

31 Muftard feed) If the Church and Truth had more and
more decaied and been obfcured after the Apoftles time vnto ours,
as the Heretikes hold: thé had it been great in the beginning, &
{mal afterward: where this Parable faith contrary, that it was a
muftard feed firft, and afterward a great tree. vide Chryf. to. 5.
contra Gentils in vita S. Babyla Mart.

32 The birds) Of al Sectes or doctrine, Chrifts religion at
the beginning was the {malleft, and moft contemptible; but the
fucceffe therof farre paffed al mans doctrine: in fo much that after-
ward al the wifelt and greateft of the world made their refidence
and reft therein.

The Church vifibly
increafing.

Chriftian reli-
gion wonderfully
{preading.



