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Chapter 23

The Iewes accufe him to Pilate the Gentil: 4. who feek-
ing earneftly to deliuer him, Ipecially after that Herod
fent him backe, 17. they not only preferre the murderer
Barabbas, but alfo crie, CRVCIFIGE: 26. In the way to
Caluarie he foretelleth the women that lamented vpon

him, the horrible deftruction of their Hierufalem. 32. Vpon

the croffe he is between two theeues, 35. lcorned of the
Iewes, 36. of the fouldiares, 39. and of one of the theeues,
40. but euen there confeffed of the other theefe, 44. and
after his death (becaule of the great miracles concur-
ring) alfo of the Centurion, 48. yea and of the whole
multitude. 50. And finally he is buried honourably.

nd al the multitude of them rifing vp, led

him to Pilate. 2 And they began to accufe

him, {aying: We haue found this man {ubuert-
ing our Nation, & prohibiting to giue tributes to Ceefar,
and faying that he is Chrift the King. 3 And Pilate asked
him, faying: Art thou the King of the lewes? But he
anfwering faid: Thou fayeft. 4 And Pilate faid to the
cheefe Priefts and multitudes: I find no caufe in this
man. 5But they were more earneft, faying: He {tir-
reth the people teaching throughout al lewrie, beginning
from Galilee euen hither. 6 But Pilate hearing Galilee,
asked if the man were of Galilee. 7 And when he vn-
derftood that he was of Herods iurifdiction, he fent him
backe to Herod, who was alfo himfelf at Hierufalem in
thofe daies.

8 And Herod feeing IESVS, was very glad, for he
was defirous of a long time to fee him, for becaufe he
heard many things of him: and he hoped to fee fome
figne wrought by him. 9 And he asked him in many
wordes. But he anfwered him nothing. 10 And there

{tood the cheefe Priefts and the Scribes conftantly accufing

him. 11 And Herod with his armie {et him at naught:
and he mocked him, putting on him a white garment,
and fent him back to Pilate. 12 And Herod and Pilate
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were made freindes that day. For before they were ene-
mies one to another.

13 And Pilate calling together the cheefe Priefts
and Magiftrates, and the people, 14 {aid to them: You
haue prefented vnto me this man, as auerting the Peo-
ple, and behold I examining him before you, haue found
no caufe in this man of thofe things, wherein you accufe
him. 15 No, nor Herod neither. For I fent you to him,
and behold, nothing worthie of death is done to him.
16 | wil chaften him therfore and dimiffe him.

17 And he of neceffitie had to releale vnto them
vpon the fealt day, one. 18 But the whole multitude
together cried out, faying: Difpatch him, and releafe
vs Barabbas. 19 Who was for a certaine fedition made
in the citie and murder, caft into prifon. 20 And Pilate
againe {pake to them, defirous to releafe IESVS. 21 But
they cried againe, faying: Crucifie, crucifie him. 22 And
he the third time {aid to them: Why, what euil hath this
man done? I find no caufe of death in him. I wil correct
him therfore & let him goe. 23 But they were inftant
with loud voices requiring that he might be crucified.
And their voices preuailed. 24 And Pilate adiudged their
petition to be done. 25 And he releafed vnto them him
that for murder and fedition had been caft into prifon,
whom they demanded: but IESVS he deliuered to their
pleafure.

26 And when they led him, they tooke one Simon
of Cyrene coming from the countrie: and they laid the
Croffe vpon him to carie after IESVS. 27 And there fol-
lowed him a great multitude of people, and of women
which bewailed and lamented him. 28 But [ESVS turning
to them, {aid: Daughters of Hierufalem, weepe not vpon
me, but weepe vpon your {elues, and vpon your children.
29 For behold the daies fhal come, wherein they wil fay:
Bleffed are the barren, and the wombes that haue not
borne, & the pappes that haue not giuen fuck. 30 Then
shal they begin to fay to the mountaines, Fal vpon vs:
and to the hilles, Couer vs. 31 For if in the greene wood
they doe thefe things, in the drie what fhal be done?
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32 And there were led alfo other two malefactours
with him, to be executed. 33 And after they came to the
place which is called Caluarie, there they crucified him:
and the theeues, one on the right hand and the other
on the left. 34 And IESVS faid: Father, *forgiue them,
for they know not what they doe. But they deuiding his
garments, did caft lots.

35 And the people {tood ‘beholding,” and the Princes
with them derided him, {aying: Others he hath {aued,
let him faue himfelf, if this be Chrift, the elect of God.
36 And the fouldiars alfo mocked him coming to him, and
offering him vinegre, 37 faying: If thou be the King of the
lewes, faue thy felf. 38 And there was alfo a {uper{crip-
tion written ouer him in Greeke, and Latine, and He-
brew letters: THIS IS THE KING OF THE IEWES. 39 And
one of thofe theeues that were hanged, blalphemed him,
faying: If thou be Chrift, {faue thy felf, and vs. 40 But
the other anfwering, rebuked him, {faying: Neither doeft
thou feare God, where as thou art in the fame damna-
tion? 41 And we indeed iuftly, for we receiue worthie of
our doings: but this man hath done no euil. 42 And he
faid to IEsvs: Lord, remember me when thou fthalt come
into thy Kingdom. 43 And IESvs faid to him: Amen I
fay to thee; this day thou fhalt be with me 4in Paradife.

44 And it was almoft the {ixt houre: and there was
made darkeneffe vpon the whole earth vntil the ninth
houre. 45 And the a{unne was darkened; and the veile
of the Temple was rent in the middes. 46 And IESVS
crying with a loud voice, {aid: Father, into thy handes
I commend my Ipirit. And faying this, he gaue vp the
ghoft.

47 And the Centurion feeing that which was done,
glorified God, faying: Indeed this man was iuft. 48 And
al the multitude of them that were prefent together at
that fight, and {aw the things that were done, returned
knocking their breafts. 49 And al his acquaintance {tood

This eclipfe was feene and wondred at as a thing aboue nature,

of Dionyfius Areopagita at Thebes, when he was yet a Pagan.
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a far off, and the women that had followed him from
Galilee, feeing thefe things.

50 And behold a man named lofeph, which was
a Senatour, a good man and a iuft. 51 He had not
confented to their counfel and doings, of Arimatheea a
citie of Iewrie, who alfo himfelf expected the Kingdom
of God. 52 This man came to Pilate, and asked the body
of IESvs. 53 And taking it downe, wrapped it in {indon,
and laid him in a monument hewed of {tone, *wherein
neuer yet any man had been laid. 54 And it was the
day of Parafceue, and the Sabboth drew neere. 55 And
the women that were come with him from Galilee, fol-
lowing after *faw the monument, and how his body was
laid. 56 And returning they prepared {pices and oint-
ments: and on the Sabboth they refted according to the
commandement.

ANNOTATIONS

34 Forgiue them) A perfect example of charitie in our Sauiour
praying for his crucifiers, which the firft martyr S. Steuen did fol-
low, Act. 7. and the prayers of both were heard: Chrifts praier
taking effect in the Centurion and others, Steuens in Paul.

43 In Paradife) Thou maift not hereupon differre thy conuerf{ioffhe good theefe.

or ammendement, prefuming of grace at the laft houre of thy life,
nor looke to haue faluation by faith and confeffion of Chrift with-
out good workes, not to goe ftraight to Heauen without {atisfaction
pennance, or punithment for thy former f{innes & life il {pent; nor
chalenge fecuritie and certaine knowledge of thy faluation. For
this good theeues cafe is not common but a rare exaple of mercie
& prerogatiue. But for the firft point, learne only not to defpaire,
though thou haft been il to the laft moment of thy life. For the
fecond, that faith, hope, and charitie, repentance, and good wil be
{ufficient, and good workes not required, where for want of time
and opportunitie they cannot be had. For the third, that Chrift
gaue to this happy man for his zelous confefsion of him & rep-
rehending his fellow not only remifsion of his {innes, but alfo by
extraordinarie grace, a pardon of al pennance and fatisfaction due
either in this life or the next for the fame: euen as the holy Church
by his example and commifsion giueth pardons alfo to fome of her
zelous children of al punithment due for their offenfes, & fuch goe
{traight to Heauen. Laftly, that euery one hath not a reuelation
of his faluation as this man had, and therfore can not be fo fure
as he was.

Pardon of due
pennance and f{at-
isfaction.
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53 Wherein neuer) As in the wombe of MARIE none was
conceiued before nor after him, {o in this monument none was laid
before nor after him: which prerogatiue (no doubt) was of Gods
prouidence; this Tofeph no leffe abftaining afterward to be buried
in it, then the other Iofeph from copulation with the mother of
our Lord. S. Auguftine.

55 Saw the monument) Thefe good women of great deuo-
tion obferued the fepulchre for the honour of the holy body. Where-
upon the deuotion of faithful folke watching & vifiting on Good-
Friday and Eafter eue the {epulchre made in euery Church for
memorie of our Lords burial, is exceeding good & godly, {pecially
the B. Sacrament for more {ignification fake being prefent in the
{fame Sepulcher.

Vifiting the Sep-
ulcher, or Sepul-
chres.



