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exfornicatee

He exhorteth them to {tand to their old faith, shew-
ing them by examples, that it is damnable not to con-
tinue and be conftant: 8. inueighing againit the lecherie,
blafphemie, apoftafie, banketing of the heretikes, 14. and
that their danation was long foretold. 19. Catholikes
therfore to be vnmoueable, to reproue the obltinate, to
recouer al not defperate, to confirme the weake, and
to liue themfelues vertuoufly and without mortal {inne,
which by God’s grace they may doe.

ude the feruant of IESvVs Chrift, and brother of

lames: to them that are in God the Father be-

loued, and in TESVS Chrift preferued, and called.
2 Mercie to you, and peace and charitie be accomplithed.
3 My Deareft, taking al care to write vnto you of your
common faluation, I thought it neceffarie to write vnto
you: befeeching you to contend for the faith once deli-
uered to the Saints. 4 For there are certaine men {ecretly
entred in (which were long agoe prefcribed vnto this
iudgement) impious, transferring the grace of our God
a)into riotoulnes, and denying the only Dominatour, &
our Lord IEsvs Chrift. 5 But I wil admonish you,
that once know al things, that P)IESVS, {fauing the peo-
ple out of the land of Agipt, {fecondly deftroied them
which beleeued not. 6 But the Angels which kept not
their principalitie, but forfooke their owne habitation,
he hath referued vnder darkeneffe in eternal bonds vnto
the iudgement of the great day. 7As Sodom and Go-
morrhe, and the cities adioyning in like manner hauing
fornicated, and going after other flesh, were made an
example, {uftaining the paine of eternal fire. 8In like

Diuers Heretikes abufe the libertie of Chriftes grace and Ghofpel,
to the fulfilling of their carnal luftes and concupifcences.

This is our Sauiour, not Iofue, as S. Hierom noteth. ep. 17. See
Abac. c. 3. v. 18.



rebuke

becaufe they

Gen. 4, 8.
Nu. 12.
Nu. 16.

1. Tim. 4.
2. Tim. 3.
2. Pet. 2.

your

manner thefe alfo defile the flefh, and a)defpife dominion,
& blalpheme maieftie. 9 When Michael the Archangel,
difputing with the Diuel, made altercation #for the body
of Moyfes, he durft not inferre iudgement of blafphemie,
but faid, Our Lord ‘command’ thee. 10 But thefe, what
things {oeuer certes they are ignorant of, they blafpheme:
and what things foeuer naturally, as dumme beafts, they
know, in thofe they are corrupted.

11 Woe vnto them, ‘which’ haue gone in the way of
¢Cain: and with the errour of Balaam, haue for reward
powred out themfelues, and haue perifhed in the con-
tradiction of Core. 12 Thefe are in their bankets, {pots,
feafting together without feare, feeding themf{elues, clouds
without water which are carried about of winds, trees
of autumne, vnfruitful, twife dead, plucked vp by the
roots, 13 raging waues of the fea, foming out their owne
confufions, wandering {tarres: to whom the {torme of
darkneffe is referued for euer. 14 And of thefe prophe-
cied Enoch, the feuenth from Adam, faying: Behold our
Lord is come in his holy thoufands, 15 to doe iudgement
againft al, and to reproue al the impious, of al the workes
of their impietie whereby they haue done impioufly, and
of al the hard things which impious {inners haue {poken
again{t him. 16 Thefe are murmurers, ful of complaints,
walking according to their owne defires, and their mouth
{peaketh pride, admiring perfons for gaine fake.

17 But you, my Deareft, be mindful of the words
which haue been {poken before by the Apoftles of our
Lord IEsvs Chrift, 18 who told you, that in the laft
time fhal come mockers, according to their owne defires
walking in impieties. 19 *Thefe are they which fegregate
themf{elues, fenfual, hauing not the Spirit. 20 But you,
my Deareft, building your felues vpon ‘our’ moft holy
faith, in the Holy Ghoft, praying, 21 keep your felues
in the loue of God, expecting the mercie of our Lord

Such heretikes, that wil not be fubiect to any {uperiour, or that
refufe to obey the lawes either of Spiritual or Temporal Rulers.
In which kind ({pecially in blafpheming the f{upreme Spiritual
Magiftrate) the Proteftants do paffe.



Iesvs Chrift vnto life euerlafting. 22 And thefe certes
reproue being iudged: 23 but them faue, pulling our of
the fire. And on other haue mercie in feare: hating alfo
that which is carnal, the {potted cote.

24 And to him that is able to preferue you without
{inne, and to fet you immaculate before the fight of his
glorie in exultation in the comming of our Lord IESVS
Chrift, 25 to the only God our Sauiour by IESVS Chrift
our Lord be glorie and magnificence, empire and power
before al worlds, and now and for al worlds euermore.
Amen.

ANNOTATIONS

9 For the body of Moyfes.) When, why, or how this al-
tercation or combat was between S. Michael and the Diuel about
Moyfes body, no man can declare. Only this we fee that many
truthes and ftories were kept in the mouthes and harts of the
faithful, that were not written in Scriptures canonical, as this was
among the Iewes.

10 They blafpheme.) He {peaketh of Heretikes, who being
ignorant in God’s myfteries and the diuine doctrine of his Church,
when they can not reproue the things, then they fal to execrations,
irrifions, and blafphemies again{t the Priefts, Church, and Sacra-
ments, and whatf{oeuer is godly.

11 Cain, Balaam, Core.) The Apoftle would haue Heretikes
fpecially to be knowen, by the refemblance they haue, firft to
Cain, in that for enuy that his brothers {eruice and Sacrifice was
accepted and his reiected, {lew his {aid brother, and was a fugitiue
from the face and citie of God, which is the Church. Secondly,
by their refemblance to Balaam, who for money was induced to
curfe God’s people, as couetoufnes is comonly the caufe that firt
maketh Heretikes & falfe Prophets. Whereupo S. Aug. faith: He
is an Heretike that for temporal commodities {ake either coineth
or followeth new opinions. S. Auguft. li. de vtil. cred. cap. 1.
And laftly, by the refemblance they haue with the ancient and
notorious Schifmatike Core, and his companions, who forfooke
the ordinarie Priefthood appointed by God, and would needs doe
Sacrifice themfelues without lawful calling.

Such indeed be al Heretikes, and fuch be al their facraments,
feruice, and offices in their Church, as Cores were in his {chifmat-
ical tabernacles. And as pride was the caufe of his reuolting
from the obedience of Moyfes and Aaron his Priefts and true
Gouernours; {o is intolerable pride the caufe of al Heretikes forfak-
ing their lawful Paftours and Rulers, and namely of forfaking

Truths vawritten,
and knowen by
tradition.

Ignorance
maketh Heretikes
blafpheme.

Heretikes refem-
bled to Cain, Bal-
aam, and Core.



Chriftes owne Vicar in earth, our true Aaron, as S. Bernard cal-
leth him. De confid. li. 2. cap. 8. To al fuch forfakers the
Apoftle here giueth the curfe and Va due to the faid three, Cain,
Balaam, and Core, and telleth them that the {torme of darkenes
and eternal damnation is prouided for them: moft liuely defcrib-
ing al Heretikes (as in {fome we to our woe haue experience by
their maners in our daies) in al this paffage euen to the end of the
Epiftle.

19 Thefe are they which fegregate themfelues.) The con-
ditions of Heretikes in the later daies, that is, euer {ince Chrift’s
time, not of thefe only of our Age. For there were many that
forfooke Gods Church and fegregated themfelues from the fellow-
ship of the faithful euen in the primitiue Church: that we may
the leffe maruel at thefe mens fegregating themfelues, and going
out from the reft, into feueral Sects, which S. Auguftin therfore
calleth Segregations.

Al Heretikes fegre-
gate themfelues.



