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As the people in the tumult, fo alfo the very cheefe of
the Iewes in their Councel shew themfelues obitinate,
and wilful perfecutours of the truth in S. Pauls perfon.
Whofe behauiour towardes them is ful of conftancie,
modeltie, and wiledom. 11. (Chrift allo by a vilion en-
couraging him & foretelling that he shal to Rome.) 12. Yea
they conipire with 40. men to kil him traiteroufly. 16. But
the matter being detected, the Romane Tribune conueigheth
him f{trongly to Ceelarea.

nd Paul looking vpon the Councel, {aid: Men
Brethren, I with al good confcience haue conuerfed
before God, vntil this prefent day. 2 And the
high Prieft Ananias commanded them that {tood by
him, to {mite him on the mouth. 3 Then Paul faid to
him: a)God fhal ftrike thee, thou whited wal. And thou
fitting iudgeft me according to the law, and contrarie to
law doeft thou command me to be {mitten? 4 And they
that {tood by, faid: Doeft thou reuile the high Prieft
of God? 5 And Paul faid: “I knew not, Brethren, that
Ero. 22, 28. he is the high Prieft. For it is written: = The Prince
of thy people thou shalt not mis-fpeake. 6 And Paul
knowing that the one part was of Sadducees, and the
other of Pharifees, Phe cried out in the Councel: Men
Phil. 3, 5. Brethren, I am a Pharifee, the fonne of Pharifees: of the
hope and refurrection of the dead I am iudged. 7 And
when he had faid thefe things, there rofe diffenfion be-
tween the Pharifees and Sadducees; and the multitude
Mt. 22, 23. was deuided. 8 For the *Sadducees fay there is no refur-
rection, nor Angel, nor {pirit: but the Pharifees confeffe

He faid not this through pertubation of mind, or of a paffion,
but by way of prophecie, that this figuratiue high priefthood theé
trimmed like a whited wal, was to be deftroied; whereas now the
true priefthood of Chrift was cbe. Beda in hunc lo.

Such prudent euafions from danger are lawful. Which S. Chryfoftome
calleth (fpecially in this Apoftle) the wifdom of the ferpent; as
otherwife in his teaching and preaching & patience he vied the
fimplicitie of a doue.



both. 9 And there was made a great crie. And certaine
of the Pharifees rifing vp, {troue {faying: We find no euil
in this man. What if a {pirit hath {poken to him, or
an Angel? 10 And when there was rifen great diffenfion,
the Tribune fearing left Paul thould be torne in peeces
by them, commanded the {ouldiars to goe downe, and
to take him out of the middes of them, and to bring
him into the caftel. 11 And the night following our Lord
{tanding by him, {aid: Be conftant; for as thou haft tefti-
fied of me in Hierufalem, fo amuft thou teftifie at Rome
alfo.

12 And when the day was come, certaine of the
Iewes gathered themfelues together, & “vowed themfelues,
faying: that they would neither eate nor drinke til they
killed Paul. 13 And they were more then fourtie men that
had made this confpiracie: 14 who came to the cheefe
Priefts and the Ancients, and faid: By execration we
haue vowed our {elues, that we wil eate nothing, til we kil
Paul. 15 Now therfore giue you knowledge to the Tribune
with the Councel, that he bring him forth to you, as if
you meant to know fome more certaintie touching him.
But we, before he come neere, are ready for to kil him.
16 Which when Paules fifters fonne had heard, of their
lying in wait, he came and entred into the caftel and told
Paul. 17 And Paul calling to him one of the Centurions,
faid: Bring this yong man to the Tribune, for he hath
fome thing to tel him. 18P)And he taking him, brought
him to the Tribune, and faid: The prifoner Paul defired
me to bring this yong man vnto thee, hauing fome thing
to fay to thee. 19 And the Tribune taking him by the
hand, went afide with him apart, and asked him: What
is it that thou haft to tel me? 20 And he faid: The lewes

Though God who could not lie, had promifed Paul that he should
goe to Rome; yet the Apoftle omitted not humane meanes to
defend himfelf from his enemies & otherwife. Neither faid he as
the Heretikes called Predeftinates, Let thé doe what they wil,
they ca not hurt me, for I am predeftinate to goe to Rome. See
his doings and fayings to faue himfelf, in the chap. following.
See the courtefie & equitie of Heathen officers toward their prifon-
ers, to faue them from al iniurie & villanie.
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haue agreed to defire thee, that to morow thou wilt bring
forth Paul into the Councel, as though they meant to in-
quire fome more certaintie touching him. 21 But doe not
thou credit them; for there lie in wait for him more then
fourtie men of them, which haue vowed neither to eate
nor to drinke, til they kil him: and they are now ready,
expecting thy promife. 22 The Tribune therfore dimiffed
the yong man, commanding that he thould {peake to no
man that he had notified thefe things vnto him. 23 And
calling two Centurions, he faid to them: Make ready
two hundred fouldiars, to goe as farre as Ceefarea, and
feuentie horfe-men, and lances two hundred, from the
third houre of the night: 24and prepare beafts: that
fetting Paul on, they might bring him f{afe to Felix the
Prefident. (25 For he feared left perhaps the Iewes might
take him away, and kil him, and himfelf afterward thould
{uftaine reproch, as though he would haue taken money)
26 writing a letter conteining thus much:

Claudius Lyfias to the moft excellent Prefident Fe-
lix, greeting. 27 This man being apprehended of the
lewes, and ready to be killed of them, I comming in
with the band deliuered him, vnderftanding that he is
a Roman: 28 and meaning to know the caufe that they
obiected vnto him, I brought him downe into their Coun-
cel. 29 Whom I found to be accufed concerning queftions
of their law: but hauing no crime worthie of death or of
bands. 30 And when it was told me of ambufhments that
they had prepared againft him, I fent him to thee, {ig-
nifying alfo to the accufers, to {peake before thee. Fare-
wel. 31 And the fouldiars according as it was commanded
them, taking Paul, brought him by night to Antipatris.
32 And the next day fending away the horfe-men to goe
with him, they returned to the caftel. 33 Who when they
were come to Ceefarea, and had deliuered the letter to
the Prefident, they did {et Paul alfo before him. 34 And
when he had read, and had asked of what prouince he
was: and vnderftanding that of Cilicia: 351 wil heare
thee, {aid he, when thy accufers are come. And he com-
manded him to be kept in Herods palace.
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ANNOTATIONS

5 I knew not.) Our Lord (faith S. Cyprian) in the Ghofpel,
when it was {aid to him: Anfwerelt thou the high Prielt {o? teach-
ing that the honour of Priefthood mult be kept {aid nothing to the
high Prieft, but only purging his innocencie, faid: If I haue {poken
euil, beare witnes of euil; but if wel, why {mitelt thou me? Allo
the Blefled Apoftle when it was faid to him: Doelt thou aflaile the
high Prieft fo with il wordes? Ipake not any thing contumalioufly
againlt the Prieft, whereas he might haue put forth himfelf {toutly
againf{t them which had both crucified our Lord, and which had
now allo loft their God and Chrift, Temple and Priefthood. But
though in falle & Ipoiled Priefts, yet confidering the very bare
shadow of the name of Priefts, he faid: I knew not, Brethren, that
he was high Prieft. By which wordes of the Apoftle, either it may
be thought he knew not indeed that he was in that function, be-
caule he had not been of long time in thofe partes; or els that he
fo faid in refpect of the abrogation of the high Priefthood of the
Iewes, wherby he knew this man not to be truely any Prieft: as
alfo becaufe at this time they came not orderly to it by {uccefsion
of Aaron and Law of Moyfes, but by the Roman Emperours fau-
our as is faid before: though (as it is lawful in fuch a cafe) the
leffe to irritate them, he frameth his {peach {o as they might not
take occafion of further accufation againf{t him.

8 The Sadducees.) This was the wor{t Herefie among the
Iewes, denying that there be any Angels, or {pirits, the Refurrec-
tion alfo of the bodies: & confequently (as it may very wel be
gathered by the booke of the Machabees) they denied praier for
the dead. For to offer or pray for the dead, & to thinke rightly
& religioufly of the Refurrection, are made there fequels one of
another. Of this fect of Sadducees was (as Eufebius writeth li. 2.
c. 12. Ec. Hift.) this Ananias the high Prieft, that caufed Paul to
be {mitten. For their Priefthood had now no more the protection
of God to preferue it in truth and right iudgement, the Chriftian
Priefthood being then eftablifhed.

12 Vowed themfelues.) Such vowes, othes, or execrations
as this, bind no man before God, yea they muft in no wife be
obferued. It is a great offence either to vow voluntarily, or to
take any fuch thing vpon a man, for feare or by commandement.
For example, if thou haue rashly by promife, or othe, appointed
to be reuenged vpon any man, thou bindeft not thy felf thereby,
neither muft thou keepe thy promife. If thou be put to an othe
to accufe Catholikes for feruing God as they ought to doe, or to
vtter any innocent man to God’s enemies and his, thou oughteft
firlt to refufe fuch vnlawful othes: but if thou haue not conftancie
and courage fo to doe, yet know thou that fuch othes bind not at
al in confcience & Law of God, but may and muft be broken vnder
paine of damnation. For to make or take {fuch vowes or othes is
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one {inne, and to keep them, is another farre greater: as when
Herode, to keep his othe, killed Iohn Baptift. And {fuch vowes and
othes to God as thefe, are vnlawful & muft be broken: and not
the vowes of Chaftitie and Religion, as our new Minifters teach
by their wordes and workes.



