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Herod the firft King that perfecuted the Church, hau-
ing at Hierulalem (when Barnabas and Saul were there
with the collation of the Antiochians) killed Tames the
Apoftle, 3. & to pleale the lewes imprifoned Peter with
the mind to kil him alfo, but fruftrate by an Angel lent of
God at the continual prayers of the Church made for her
cheetfe Paftour, 19. being puffed vp with {uch pride that
at Ceefaria he refufeth not to be honoured as God; 23. is
miraculoufly ftriken of Gods Angel. 24. And {o after the
perfecutours death, the Churches preaching profpereth
exceedingly.

nd at the fame time Herod the King fet his

hands, to afflict certaine of the Church. 2 And

he killed Iames the brother of Iohn with the
{fword. 3 And feing that it pleafed the Iewes, he added
to apprehend Peter alfo. And it was the daies of the
Azymes. 4 Whom when he had apprehended, he caft
into prifon, deliuering him to @foure quaternions of {oul-
diars to be kept, meaning after the Pafche to bring him
forth to the people. 5 And Peter indeed was kept in
prifon. But *praier was made of the Church without in-
termiffion vnto God for him. 6 And when Herod would
haue brought him forth, the fame night Peter was {leep-
ing betweene two fouldiars, bound with ‘two chaines:
and the keepers before the doore kept the prifon. 7 And
behold an Angel of our Lord {tood in prefence: and light
fhined in the houfe: and ftriking Peters {ide, he raifed
him, faying: Arife quickely. And the chaines fel from his
hands. 8 And the Angel faid to him: Gird thee, and put
on thy fhoes. And he did fo. And he faid to him: Put
thy garment about thee, & follow me. 9 And going forth
he followed him, & he knew not that it was true which

As Peters perfon was more notorious then others, & therfore better
garded then other, for feare he should efcape; fo Gods prouidence
in preferuing & delivering him for the longer gouernement of his
Church, is very maruelous.



was done by the Angel: but he thought that he faw a
vifion. 10 And palfing through the firft & the fecond
watch, they came to the iron gate that leadeth to the
citie, which of it felf opened to them. And going out,
they went forward one ftreet: and incontinent the Angel
departed from him. 11 And Peter returning to himfelf,
faid: Now I know in very deed that our Lord hath fent
his Angel, and deliuered me out of Herods hand, & from
al the expectation of the people of the Iewes.

12 And confidering, he came to the @houfe of Marie
the mother of Iohn, who was {urnamed Marke, where
many were gathered and praying. 13 And when he knocked
at the doore of the gate, there came forth a wench to fee,
named Rhode. 14 And as fhe knew Peters voice, for ioy
the opened not the gate, but running in the told that Pe-
ter ftood before the gate. 15 But they faid to her: Thou
art mad. But fhe affirmed that it was {fo. But they
faid: It is “his Angel. 16 And Peter continued knock-
ing. And when they had opened, they faw him, & were
aftonifhed. 17 And beckning with his hand to them, that
they thould hold their peace, he told how our Lord had
brought him out of prifon, & he faid: ¢Tel thefe things
to lames & to the Brethren. And going forth he went
b)into another place. 18 And when day was come, there
was no litle adoe betweene the fouldiars, what was be-
come of Peter. 19 And Herod, when he had {fought him,
and had not found, making inquifition of the keepers,
commanded them to be led away: & going downe from
lewrie into Ceefarea, there he abode. 20 And he was an-
grie with the Tyrians and the Sidonians. But they with
one accord came to him, and perfuading Blaftus that
was cheefe of the Kings chamber, they defired peace, for

It is much for the praife of thefe good Chriftias that the affemblie
to Gods feruice & praier was kept in their houfes in the time
of perfecution, & that the Apoftle came thither {traight out of
prifon, as his firft refuge; as now Chriftian people doe much to
their commendatio, in places where Herefie doth reigne.

Though God had {o miraculoufly deliuered him, yet he would not
tépt God by tarying among his perfecutours, but according to
Chriftes commandement fled for a time.
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that their countries were nourifthed by him. 21 And vpon
a day appointed, Herod being araied with kingly attire,
fate in the iudgement feate, and made an oration to
them. 22 And the people made acclamation, The voices
of a God, & not of a man. 23 And forthwith an Angel
of our Lord a{trook him, becaufe he had not giuen the
honour to God: and being confumed of wormes, he gaue
vp the ghoft. 24 But the word of our Lord increafed and
multiplied. 25 And Barnabas and Saul returned from
Hierufalem, hauing accomplifhed their minifterie, tak-
ing with them Iohn that was {furnamed Marke.

ANNOTATIONS

5 Praier was made.) The Church praied inceffantly for her
cheefe Paftour, and was heard of God: and al Chriftian people are
warned thereby to pray for their Bifhopes and Paftours in prifon.

6 Two chaines.) Thefe chaines are famous for miracles, and
were brought from Hierufalem to Rome by Eudoxia the Empereffe,
wife to Theodofius the yonger, where they were matched & placed
with another chaine that the fame Apoftle was tied with by Nero,
& a Church founded therevpon, name Petri ad vincula; where
they are religioully kept and reuerenced vntil this day: & there
is a Feaft in the whole Church for the fame, the firft of Auguft,
which we cal Lammas day.

15 His Angel.) If proper Angels ({aith S. Chryfoftom) be
deputed by our Lord to fuch as haue only charge of their owne
life, (as one of the iuft {faid, The Angel which hath deliuered me
from my youth vpward) much more are [upernal Spirits at hand
to help them vnto whom the charge and burden of the world is
committed. Chrys. in laud. Pauli. ho. 7. to. 3.

17 Tel Tames.) He willeth them to fhew this to S. Iames
Bithop of Hierufalem and to the Chriftians, that they might {ee the
effect of their praiers for him, & giue God thankes. For S. Iames
no doubt publifhed common praier for S. Peter.

Princes that take delight in the flattery & praifes of the people, fo
much that they forget themfelues to be men, & to giue the honour
to God, may be warned by this exaple.

S. Peters chaines.

Patronage of An-
gels.

Publike praier for
S. Peter the Head.



