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Chapter 6

By occafion of a murmur in the Church (whofe number
now is fo growen that it can not be numbred) Seuen of
them being ordered by the Apoftles in the holy order of
Deacons; 8. one of them, Steuen, worketh great miracles:
and is by fuch as he confounded in difputation, falfely
accufed in the Councel of blalphemie againit the Temple
and rites thereof.

nd in thofe daies the number of Difciples in-

creafing, there arofe a *murmuring of the Greekes

again{t the Hebrewes, for that their widowes
were defpifed in the daily minifterie. 2 And the Twelue
calling together the multitude of the Difciples, {aid: It
is not reafon, that we leaue the word of God, and ferue
tables. 3 Confider therfore Brethren, #feuen men of you
of good teftimonie, ful of the holy Ghoft and wifedom,
whom we may appoint ouer this bufines. 4 But we wil be
inftant in prayer and the minifterie of the word. 5 And
the faying was liked before al the multitude. And
they chofe Steuen a man ful of faith and of the holy
Ghoft, and Philippe, and Préchorus, and Nicanor, and
Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a {tranger of Anti-
och. 6 Thefe they did fet in the prefence of the Apoftles:
and praying a)they impofed handes vpon them. 7 And
the word of God increafed, and the number of the Difciples
was multiplied in Hierufalem exceedingly: a great mul-
titude alfo of the P)Prielts obeied the faith.

8 And Steuen ful of grace and fortitude did great
wonders & fignes among the people. 9 And there arofe
certaine of that which is called the Synagogue of the Lib-
ertines, and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians,
and of them that were of Cilicia and Afia, difputing
with Steuen: 10and they could not refift the wifedom
and the Spirit that {pake. 11 Then they fuborned men,
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Order of Deac6s giuen by impofition of handes. See Annot. Act. 13, 3.

Now alfo the Priefts and they of greater knowledge and eftimation
began to beleeue.



1. Tim. 3. & 4.

Act. 6, 8.

to {fay they had heard him {peake wordes of blafphemie
again{t Moyfes and God. 12 They therfore {tirred vp the
people, and the Ancients, and the Scribes: and run-
ning together they tooke him, and brought him into the
Councel, 13 and they fet falfe witneffes that faid: This
man cealeth not to {peake wordes again{t the holy place
& the Law. 14 For we haue heard him fay, that this
fame IESVS of Nazareth fhal deftroy this place, and fhal
change the traditions, which Moyfes deliuered vnto vs.
15 And al that {ate in the Councel beholding him, {faw
his face as it were a)the face of an Angel.

ANNOTATIONS

1 Murmuring.) It commeth of humane infirmitie, that in
euery Society of men (be it neuer {o holy) there is fome caufe
giuen or taken by the weake, of murmur & difference, which muft
euer be prouided for & ftaied in the beginning, left it grow to
further {chifme or fedition. And to al {fuch defects, the more the
Church increafeth in number and diuerfitie of men and Prouinces,
the more it is {fubiect. In al which things the {piritual Magiftrates,
by the Apoftles example and Authoritie, muft take order, as time
and occafion fhal require.

3 Seuen men.) We may not thinke that thefe feuen (here
made Deacons) were only chofen to {erue profane tables, or difpofe
of the Churches mere temporals, though by that occafion only they
may {eeme to fome now elected, no expreffe mention being made
of any other function. For, diuers circum{tances of this fame place
giue euidence, and fo doth al antiquitie, that their Office {tood not
principally about profane things, but about the holy Altar. The
perfons to be elected, muft be ful of the Holy Ghoft and wifedom,
they muft after publike praier be ordered and confecrated by the
Apoftles impofition of hands, as Bifhops and Priefts were after-
ward ordered. ep. ad Tim. where §S. Paul alfo requireth in
a manner the fame conditions in them as in Bifhops. Al which
would not haue beene prefcribed for any fecular {tewardthip. Yea
{traight vpon their Ordering here (no doubt by commiffion of the
Apoftles, which they had not before their election) they preached,
baptized, difputed, and as it may appeare by the wordes {poken
of S. Steuen, that he was ful of grace and fortitude, they receiued
great increafe of grace by their Deaconfhip.

Such is the face of al conftant & chereful Martyrs, to their perfecu-
tours & iudges.
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But S. Ignatius ep. ad Tral. can beft witnes of their office and the
Apoftles manner and meaning in {uch things, who writeth thus:
It behoueth allo to pleale by al meanes the Deacons, vvhich are
for the minifterie of IESVS CHRIST. For they are not leruitours of
meate and drinke, but Minifters of the Church of God. For vvhat
are Deacons but imitatours or follovvers of Chrift, miniftring to
the Bifhops, as Chrift to his Father, & vvorking vnto him a
cleane and immaculate vvorke, euen as S. Steuen to S. lames &c.
S. Polycarpe hath the like in his epiftle as Philippenfes. And
S. Denys writeth that their office was about the Altar, and putting
the holy bread and chalice vpon the fame. S. Clement alfo (Apoft.
Conft. li. 2. c. 61.) that their Office among other things, is
to alfift the Bifhops, and read the Ghofpel in the Seruice &c.
S. Cyprian in diuers places ep. 65. & ep. 49. ad Cornel. calleth
Deacons, the Churches and the Apoftles Minifters, and their of-
fice adminiftrationem facram, an holy adminiftration. S. Hierom
affirmeth, in caput. 7. Michae. and in epifto. 85. ad Euangrium
tom. 2. where he checketh fome of them for preferring themfelues
before Priefts, and putteth them in remembrance of their firft call-
ing, that they be as the Leuites were in refpect of the Priefts of the
old Law. Finally by S. Ambrofe li. 1. Offic. c. 41. and Pruden-
tius in Hymno de S. Laurent. {peaking of S. Laurence the Deacon,
we may fee their Office was moft holy. See S. Auguftine alfo of
the dignitie of Deacons. ep. 148. ad Valerium Conc. Carthag. 4.
can. 37, 28. 89. 41.
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