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The Rulers of the lewes oppofe themlelues and imprifon
Peter & Iohn. 4. But yet thoufands of the people are
conuerted: 5. and to the Rulers allo Peter boldly au-
oucheth by the forefaid miracle, that 1ESVS is Chrift,
telling them of their heinous fault out of the Plalmes,
& that without him they can not be {aued. 13. They
though confounded with the miracle, yet proceed in their
obftinacie, forbidding them to {peake any more of IESVS,
adding alfo threates. 23. Whereupon the Church flyeth
to praier, wherein they comfort themfelues with the om-
nipotencie of God, and prediction of Dauid, and aske for
the guift of boldnes and miracles againft thofe threates.
31. And God sheweth miraculoufly that he hath heard
their praier. 32. The whole Churches vnitie and com-
munitie of life. 36. Of Barnabas by name.

nd when they were {peaking to the people,

the Priefts and Magiftrates of the Temple

& the Sadducees came vpon them, 2 being
greeued that they taught the people, and fhewed in
IEsvs the refurrection from the dead: 3 and they laid
handes vpon them, and put them into ward, vntil the
morow, for it was now euening. 4 And »many of them
that had heard the word, beleeued: and the number of
the men was made fiue thoufand.

5 And it came to palfe on the morow, that their
Princes, and Ancients, and Scribes were gathered into
Hierufalem. 6 And Annas the high Prieft, and Caiphas
and Iohn, and Alexander, and as many as were of the
Priefts Stocke. 7 And fetting them in the middes, they
asked: In what power or in what name haue you done
this? 8 Then Peter replenifhed with the Holy Ghoft, {aid
to them: Ye Princes of the people and Ancients: 9 If we
this day be examined for a good deed vpon an impotent
man, in what he hath been made whole, 10 be it knowen

@ Here againe we fee the proceeding & increafe of the Church vifibly.
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to al you and to al the people of Ifrael, that in the
name of IESVS CHRIST of Nazareth, whom you did cru-
cifie, whom God hath raifed from the dead, in this fame
this man {tandeth before you whole. 11 This is the ftone
that was reiected of you the builders: which is made into
the head of the corner: 12 And there is not faluation in
any other. For neither is there any other name vnder
Heauen giuen to men, wherin we muft be faued. 13
And feeing Peters conftancie and Iohns, vnder{tanding
that they were men vnlettered, and of the vulgar fort,
they marueled; and they knew them that they had been
with IESVS: 14 {eeing the man alfo that had been cured,
{ftanding with them, they could {ay nothing to the con-
trarie. 15 But they commanded them to goe afide forth
out of the Councel: and they conferred together, 16 {ay-
ing: What f{hal we doe to thefe men? for a notorious
figne indeed hath been done by them, to al the inhabi-
tants of Hierufalem: it is manifeft, and we can not denie
it. 17 But that it be no further {pred abrode among the
people, let vs threaten them, that they {peake no more in
this name to any man. 18 And calling them, they charged
them that they fhould not {peake at al, nor teach in the
name of IESVS. 19 But Peter and Iohn an{wering, {aid
to them: If it be iuft in the {ight of God, to heare you
rather then God, iudge ye. 20 For we can not but {peake
the things which we haue feen and heard. 21 But they
threatning, difmiffed them: not finding how they might
punith them, for the people, becaufe al glorified that
which had been done, in that which was chanced. 22 For
the man was more then fourtie yeares old in whom that
figne of health had been wrought.

23 And being difmiffed they came to theirs, and
fhewed al that the cheefe Priefts and Ancients had f{aid
to them. 24 Who hauing heard it, with one accord lifted

Marke their conftancie and courage after their confirmation, being
fo weake before. And if any Magiftrate command again{t God,
that is to fay, forbid Catholike Chriftia mé to preach or ferue
God, this fame muft be their anfwer; though they be whipped
and killed for their labour. See c. 5. v. 19.

The name

of IESVS.

See Annot.
Philip. 2, 10.

The Apoftles
conftacie, learn-
ing, & wifedo
after the com-
ming of the
Holy Ghoft, be-
ing but idiotes,
that is, {fimple
vnlettered men
& timorous be-
fore.



Pl 2 1.

Act. 2, }4.

Chapter 4

vp their voice to God, and faid: Lord, thou that didft
make Heauen & earth, the fea, and al things that are
in them, 25 who in the Holy Ghoft by the mouth of our
Father Dauid thy feruant haft {aid: Why did the Gen-
tils rage, and the people meditate vaine thinges: 26 the
Kings of the earth {tand vp, and the Princes affem-
ble together again{t our Lord, and again{t his CHRIST?
26 For there affembled indeed in this citie again{t thy
holy Child IEsvs whom thou haft anointed, Herod, and
Pontius Pilate, with the Gentils and the people of I{rael,
27 to doe what athy hand and thy counfel decreed to be
done. 28 And now Lord looke vpon their threatnings,
and giue vnto thy feruants with al confidence to {peake
thy word, 29 in that, that thou extend thy hand to cures
& fignes and wonders to be done by thy name of thy
holy Sonne IESVS. 30 And when they had praied, the
place was moued wherein they were gathered: and they
were al replenifhed with the Holy Ghoft, and they {pake
the word of God with confidence.

31 And the multitude of beleeuers had one hart and
one foule: neither did any one fay that ought was his
owne of thofe things which he poffeffed, but al things
were comon vnto thé. 32 And with great power did the
Apoftles giue teftimonie of the refurrection of IESVS
CHRIST our Lord: and great grace was in al them.
33 For neither was there any one needie among them.
For as many as were owners of landes or houfes P){old
and brought the prices of thofe things which they fold,
34 and laid it before the feete of the Apoftles. And to
euery one was deuided according as euery one had need.

Chriftes death, as needful for mas redemption, was of Gods de-

termination: but as of the malice of the Iewes, it was not his act
otherwife then by permifsion.

Note the ardent charitie & contempt of worldly things 1 the firft
Chriftians: who did not only giue great almes, but fold al their
land to beftow on the Apoftles & the reft that were in necefsitie,
according to Chriftes counfel. Mt. 16, 21. Note alfo the great
honour & credit giuen to the Apoftles, in that the Chriftian men
put al the goods & poffefsions they had, to their difpofition.
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35 And Tofeph who was furnamed of the Apoftles Barn-
abas (which is by interpretation, the fonne of confola-
tion) a Leuite, a Cyprian borne, 36 whereas he had a
peece of land, fold it, and brought the price, and laid it
“before the feete of the Apoftles.

ANNOTATIONS

36 Before the feete.) He, as the reft, did not only giue his
goods as in vulgar almes, but in al humble and reuerent maner as
things dedicated to God, he laid them downe at the Apoftles holy
feete, as S. Luke alwaies expreffeth, and gaue them not into their
handes. The Sunamite fel downe and embraced Elifseus feete.
Many that asked benefites of Chrift (as the woman ficke of the
bloudy fluxe) fel downe at his feete & Marie kiffed his feet. Such
are fignes of due reuerence done both to Chrift and to other {facred
perfons either Prophetes, Apoftles, Popes, or others reprefenting
his perfon in earth. See in S. Hierom of Epiphanius Bifhop in
Cypres, how the people of Hierufalem of al fortes flocked together
vnto him, offering their children (to take his blefsing) kifsing his
feet, plucking the hemmes of his garment, {fo that he could not
moue for the throng. Ep. 61. c. cont. erro. lo. Hierofol.

Reuerence to holy
perfons.

Kifsing the feet of
holy perfons.



